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Top Stories This Week

EXCLUSIVE: Straw to intervene
in Government Olympic row

A STRUGGLE between Government departments for control
of the London Olympics’ portfolio will be addressed at a
meeting chaired by Foreign Secretary Jack Straw next month.
Deliberations by the sub-committee, called “Misc 25", are

: expected to pave the way for a restructuring of the way the
Games are run in Whitehall. One of the options is expected to be that the Olympic Games Unit will
move from Tessa Jowell's Department of Culture, Media and Sport to the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister in around two years. MATTHEW BEARD, of The Independent, reports. Read more...Page 2

Women hit most by
Scottish and Welsh

football ban
SCOTLAND and Wales
refusal to co-operate
with a Great Britain
football team has been
criticised by Sebastian
Coe. It will not really
affect the top players

UK drugs guru
predicts 2012 will
usher in new era of
doping

DRUGS have been back
in the news this week
after the confession by
Britain’s Dwain
Chambers that he was taking THG for far longer
than anyone suspected and that America’s former

world record 100 metres holder Tim Montgomery because they have the World Cup and

has been banned for two years. In this exclusive European Championships to look forward to. As
report, MICHELE VERROKEN, the former head of | RICHARD LEWIS, of The Sunday Times

UK Sport’s anti-doping unit, examines what the discovers, the real losers are the leading female
state of play may be by the time the Olympics players for whom the Olympics would be a once
come round in 2012. Reaq more_._Page_4 in a lifetime opportunity. Read more...Page 11

Also this week
e Barclays Bank set to dump Premiership to concentrate on Olympics...Read more...Page 3
e Cherie Blair to visit Turin for the 2006 Winter Olympics...Read more...Page 5
e Dame Kelly Holmes calls for Games facilities push...Read more... Page 5
e  Birmingham the latest city to be caught up in the Chinese puzzle...Read more...Page 7
e Manchester Paralympic festival launched...Read more...Page 15

insidethegames will not be published December 26. The next issue will be on December 30.
But please keep checking www.insidethegames.com as the website will be updated on a
regular basis with all the latest news on the London 2012 Olympics. We wish all our
readers a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
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Jowell to head up stand
alone Olympic unit which
may move to ODPM when
Blair steps down

An Olympic Games Unit for 2012 could be set

up and headed by Tessa Jowell (right), which

she could then take with her if she becomes

Deputy Prime Minister under Gordon Brown.

Brown is also set to use sport to help boost

his public image. MATTHEW BEARD, of The Independent , reports

A STRUGGLE between Government departments for control of the Olympics portfolio will be
addressed at a meeting chaired by Foreign Secretary Jack Straw next month. Deliberations by the
sub-committee, called “Misc 25", are expected to pave the way for a restructuring of the way the
Games are run in Whitehall. One of the options is expected to be that the Olympic Games Unit will
move from Tessa Jowell's Department of Culture, Media and Sport to the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister in around two years. The ODPM'’s department, which handles planning and delivery issues,
appears to be the most suitably equipped to handle the Games in the early years when construction of
venues will form most of the agenda. Jowell, the Olympics Minister, is thought to be aiming for the job
as Deputy Prime Minister in a Government run by Gordon Brown when Tony Blair steps down.

The new head of the Olympic Games Unit, Andrew Lean, was poached from the ODPM and his team
is expected to grow to 30 by next month. One strategy expected to be considered by “Misc 25" is that
the Olympic Games unit becomes “stand alone” which would make it easier to move from one
department to another. “Tessa Jowell is keen to get in with Brown and she is hoping to get the Deputy
Prime Minister’s job and take the Olympics with her, arguing that it is best suited there. It would serve
her career ambitions,” said a highly-placed Olympics source. “There is no clear line of accountability in
Government at the moment on the Olympics. There is no dedicated secretariat and key positions like
the director of sport have to handle the Olympics as well as everything else”. Asked whether a sports
ministry could function without the Olympics portfolio, the source added: “I would not be surprised

if that happened.”

The source added that departments within Government were “fighting like ferrets in a sack” to make
political capital over the Olympics. It is thought that Tony Blair will aim to cement his role as the
statesman who clinched an improbable 2012 victory with his charm offensive ahead of the vote in
Singapore. Meanwhile Gordon Brown, who disappointed British sport — and the British Olympic
Association in particular - when he failed to announce a £350 million funding package athletes’
development in his pre-budget report, is thought to be biding his time for a grandstanding funding
announcement. His image-makers are thought to be keen to build on the Chancellor’s high-profile
backing for a bid for the 2018 football World Cup. A Westminster source said: “The money will almost
certainly be forthcoming but on Gordon’s terms and in his time. He is keen to broaden his appeal
using sport and this is an unmissable opportunity.”

Referring to Government involvement in projects such as the Millennium Dome and Wembley, when
ministers were accused of going beyond their remit, the source added: “The DCMS doesn’t have a
great track record on big projects. There are bound to be power struggles within Government and it is
probably for the best that they are addressed early on.”
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LOCOG to announce chief executive today

A PRESS CONFERENCE has been called for today (December 19) to announce the chief executive
of the London Organising Committee for the Olympic Games. The identity of the successful candidate
has been a close secret with several names having been bandied about in the press — all wrong,
according to one senior London 2012 source. Full report later today on www.insidethegames.com.
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