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                       Top Stories This Week 
 
EXCLUSIVE: Who will be the major 
movers and shakers in 2006? 
LONDON’S preparations to stage the 2012 Olympics are set to step 
up considerably in the New Year as the Olympic Delivery Authority 
becomes officially operational and Paul Deighton takes on his new 
role as chief executive of the London Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Games. Who will be the key figures to watch out for over 

the next 12 months - and why?  Will it be Sebastian Coe, Keith Mills, Tessa Jowell or even Jacques 
Rogge who will be the most influential? In this exclusive survey, insidethegames lists the 20 figures 
who will help shape London’s future in 2006.  Read more…Pages 2 and 3 
 

London bid officials 
set to be rewarded by 
the Queen for their 
Olympic victory 

THE QUEEN’S New Year’s 
Honours List is due to be 
published tomorrow 
(December 31) and it is 
predicted she will recognise 
the success of London 

2012. Among those tipped for a tap on the shoulder 
are Keith Mills, who was chief executive, and Craig 
Reedie (above), one of Britain’s three International 
Olympic Committee members. There could also be 
a special and rare award for Lord Sebastian Coe. 
Read more…Page 4 

Were the Sydney 
Games in 2000 really 
that good?  
SYDNEY is now widely 
recognised as having 
staged the finest Olympics 
in history. It has been 
forgotten the build-up was 
dogged with problems and 
rows and the Australian 

media were mostly hostile right up until the 
opening ceremony. JACQUELIN MAGNAY, the 
Sydney Morning Herald’s Olympic 
correspondent during the build-up to those 
Games, examines the lessons that London can 
learn from Australia. Read more…Page 5 

 

Also this week  
• Australia fears Britain in Olympic 2012 medals table…Read more…Page 4 

• New chief executive set to meet IOC president in Turin…Read more… Page 6 
• Spanish construction giant sponsor Charlton in effort to steal Olympic advantage…Read more…Page 6 
• Manchester sets up Olympic task force – to help London get it right…Read more…Page 7 
• West Yorkshire Playhouse director says he wished London had not won Games…Read more…Page 10 
• British volleyball sets its sights on Olympic success…Read more…Page 11 

 
insidethegames will not be published January 2. The next issue will be on January 9. But 
please keep checking www.insidethegames.com as the website will be updated on a 
regular basis with all the latest news on the London 2012 Olympics. We wish all our 
readers a healthy and prosperous New Year and look forward to serving you in 2006.  
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Who will be the movers and shakers next year of the 
2012 London Olympics? 
 
Many of the names will be familiar, some you will never have heard of.  In this exclusive 
rankings, insidethegames lists the men and women who will have a key influence over how 
London’s preparations for the 2012 Olympics progress.  
 

1) LORD SEBASTIAN COE (left): AS CHAIRMAN of London 2012, Coe 
was the heartbeat of the bid. He gave it direction and it is unlikely they 
would have won without him at the helm. His task in 2006 will be to act as 
the conscience of the London Organising Committee for the Olympic 
Games and to ensure that everything he promised during his memorable 
speech in Singapore remains on track to be carried out. If, for any reason, 
he fails to remain as chairman then things could begin to look very 
different.  
 
2) TESSA JOWELL: THERE are rumours the Olympics Minister could 
become Deputy Prime Minister when Gordon Brown replaces Tony Blair 
as Prime Minister. If that happens, she has already made plans to take the 
Olympic portfolio with her. The threat is, if she stays in the Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport, she could be overwhelmed by the sheer scale of 
the areas she is expected to oversee, which besides sport include tourism, 

licensing, gambling and the co-ordination of disaster relief. 
 
=3) JACK LEMLEY AND DAVID HIGGINS: THE chairman and chief executive respectively of the 
Olympic Delivery Authority, who are both due to start their new jobs next month, they will be charged 
with beginning to build the venues and infrastructure necessary to stage the Games. With the 
Government determined to keep costs down but with inflation within the construction industry rising, 
trouble is already predicted. 
 
5) KEITH MILLS: HE MAY have stepped down as chief executive to become vice-chairman, but Mills 
is set to head up London’s marketing campaign, which will begin to pick up pace in 2006. The self-
made millionaire was the mastermind behind the hugely successful British Airways air miles and 
Nectar loyalty points’ schemes and is expected to be able to persuade some of Britain’s biggest 
companies to sign up as sponsors.  
 
6) KEN LIVINGSTONE: THE London Mayor has been hugely supportive of the 2012 Olympic 
campaign so far and backed planned tax increases by Londoners to help pay for the Games. He has 
worked largely in harmony with the Government, with whom he has previously had a fractious 
relationship. It is important that this good rapport continues or preparations could become bogged 
down in political rows. 
 
7) GORDON BROWN: THE Chancellor has come under increasing pressure in recent weeks after he 
failed to announce increased funding for Britain’s elite athletes in his Pre-Budget Report. Officials from 
UK Sport and the British Olympic Association are desperately trying him to persuade him to change 
his mind as they claim if extra funding is not received now then it will fatally damage Britain’s chances 
of doing well in 2012. By the end of the 2006 he could even be Prime Minister. 
 
8) RICHARD CABORN: THE Sports Minister’s relationship with the British Olympic Association has 
become increasingly strained since Lord Colin Moynihan replaced Craig Reedie and found himself 
coming under fire in the House of Commons from Shadow Minister Hugh Robertson. Advertising and 
marketing groups have also attacked him over what they claim are draconian measures in the 
proposed Olympic Bill. He has told close associates that he does not expect to still be Sports Minister 
this time next year. 
 
9) HUGH ROBERTSON: THE Shadow Sports Minister is a politician on the rise. He was one of the 
original small group of Conservative MPs who backed David Cameron for the leadership and has 
been praised for his performances in the House, where he has often managed to rile Richard Caborn. 
Definitely one to watch.  
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10) PAUL DEIGHTON: THE investment banker from Goldman Sachs is due to become the chief 
executive of the London Organising Committee for the Olympic Games in April. With the Olympic 
Delivery Authority set to assume the lead role in the early days of the preparations, the 49-year-old 
Arsenal fan will remain largely out of the spotlight at the beginning. But he can be expected to rise up 
the rankings in future years. 
 
11) DENIS OSWALD (right) : APPOINTED to be chairman of the 
International Olympic Committee’s co-ordination commission, to 
oversee London’s preparations, the Swiss lawyer is due to make 
his first full official visit to the capital in April. The early visits by 
the commission will be largely ceremonial affairs but are set to 
become increasingly acrimonious the closer the Games get and 
deadlines become pushed. Like Deighton, will be a bigger player 
in future years. 
 
12) MARK STEPHENS: HIS firm Finers Stephens Innocent is 
representing 300 of the businesses on Marshgate Lane, the 
proposed site for the Olympic Park and Village, that have been 
served Compulsory Purchase Orders by the London 
Development Agency and must find new premises by next June. 
The firm is expected to pursue a number of extinguishment 
claims as a result of businesses being unable to relocate within 
the relatively short timeframe that are sure to thrust them into the 
media spotlight. 
 
13) CHARLES ALLEN : THE chief executive of ITV is also head 
of London’s Nations and Regions group that was set up to ensure areas outside of the capital also 
benefit from the Olympics. There is already some disillusionment among the regions that promises are 
not being kept and it will be Allen’s job to quell any potential uprisings.  
 
14) GARETH BLACKER : RECENTLY appointed as the London Delivery Authority’s director of land to 
replace Tony Winterbottom he has the task of clearing the Marshgate Lane estate to ensure that the 
building of the Olympic Park can begin. 
 
15) LORD COLIN MOYNIHAN : HE has already established himself as a major figure since taking over 
as the chairman of the British Olympic Association and has made it clear he will not be silenced when 
it comes to banging the drum for extra funding.  
 
16) CRAIG REEDIE: WIDELY credited for helping London win the Olympics he remains an influential 
member of the International Olympic Committee and is tipped to join the executive board in the near 
future. 
 
17) JACQUES ROGGE: THE International Olympic Committee president adopts a lower profile than 
that of his predecessor Juan Antonio Samaranch but will be thrust into the limelight if things start to go 
wrong in London.  
 
18) TONY BLAIR : THE PRIME MINISTER’S job is pretty much done, having helped London win the 
Games with his relentless lobbying in Singapore. But while he remains in power he will still have a role 
to play. 
 
19) LANCE FOREMAN : AS the owner of Foreman’s, the oldest salmon smokery in Britain whose 
clients include Gordon Ramsay, he has been the most high-profile and vociferous critic of the firms 
forced to relocate from Marshgate Lane. He is unlikely to go quietly. 
 
20) JAMES PURNELL : A TESSA JOWELL prodigy, Purnell is tipped as a potential Sports Minister if 
Richard Caborn is replaced. He would be a controversial appointment after writing an article in 2003 in 
which he said he was against a London 2012 Olympic bid and also said investment in the North of 
England is more important than regenerating deprived areas of London. 
 


