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Top Stories This Week

EXCLUSIVE: Sebastian Coe on how
London 2012 plans to work with the

regions and local councils

LORD SEBASTIAN COE, the chairman of LOCOG, has told insidethegames
during an exclusive interview that he is maintaining a “very close interest” in
making sure cities and towns outside London benefit from the 2012 Olympics
and revealed that there will be significant developments during the next six
months to make sure that happens. He also defended London’s controversial
strict application of Olympic symbols and terminology but did promise that
LOCOG planned to work to find a solution so local authorities will be able to
brand their Olympic-themed programmes. Sports Journalist of the Year
DUNCAN MACKAY, of The Guardian, reports. Read more...Pages 2 and 3

Education Secretary
Ruth Kelly paid tribute
to England’s Sports Colleges. She said that by
2010 she wanted to offer all children at least four
hours of sport a week, although this would include
up to three hours outside of curriculum time. She
also announced plans to use the London Olympics
as an opportunity to increase the number of pupils
learning foreign languages and wants to put on a
national school festival to showcase sporting
competition and talent. Read more...Page 5

Kelly hails Sports British
Colleges as key to handball
Olympic success turns to
in London 2012 Denmark
AT A keynote speech in to raise
Telford last Friday standards
(February 3) the HANDBALL

aces probably the hardest task of any the sports
1 Britain that needs to raise its standards to be
ompetitive by the time of the London Olympics.
‘he sport has little tradition in this country and
2w people play the game. But a planned new
nk-up with Denmark, where the sport is as
opular as football, could help Britain get ready
) 2012. RICHARD LEWIS, of The Sunday
imes, talks to Steve Nielson from the British
landball Association. Read more...Page 11

Also this week

- Waltham Forest residents excited by prospect of Olympics...Read more...Page 4
e Researchers examining what skills needed to build London facilities...Read more...Page 4
*  ODA get set for outsourcing for 2012...Read more...Page 5

e  Fish Island businesses celebrate London Olympic Park u-turn...Read more... Page 6

Softball and baseball could be back on Olympic 2012 programme this week...Read more...Page 6
Leicester claims Bulgaria could be based there and Games will be worth £100m...Read more..Page 7
Wrexham announces plans to capitalise on 2012 opportunity...Read more...Page 9

NBA star hopes Commonwealth Games will inspire British Olympic hopefuls...Read more...Page 12
British Paralympic star writes new book... Read more...Page 15

Finally revealed: the vital role skateboarder Tony Hawks played in 2012 bid...Read more...Page 16
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EXCLUSIVE: Coe to oversee national
audit that will be backbone for
London 2012 preparation guides

SEBASTIAN COE has revealed that the Nations and Regions, the group
set up by the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games
(LOCOG), is to carry out an audit of sports facilities across Britain that
will form the basis for a guide to be distributed to local authorities and
councils later this year advising them on how to set up preparation
camps for foreign teams competing in the 2012 Games, writes Duncan
Mackay .

“There are opportunities which | think, properly structured, they (the

regions) can tap into,” said Coe (left, seen here with new chief executive

Paul Deighton) during an exclusive interview with insidethegames. “The
first task is — and I'm amazed no-one else has ever done this before — we are putting together a
proper audit of what we have. No-one in this country has really ever sat down and said, ‘We have judo
centre of excellences here, rowing facilities here.” So the Nations and Region, a group chaired by
Charles Allen, but which | play a very close interest in, is going to do that.”

Many local authorities and councils up and down the country have formed task forces in a bid to
attract teams to their areas before 2012. Coe is hoping that by producing a document that sets out
guidelines, including timelines, he can make groups more aware of what is necessary. “The departure
point on all of this is understanding what we have got and what we are offering,” he said. “The more
places | go to the more | realize there is stuff out there. I'm probably as well tapped into this as most
people but you go somewhere and suddenly you are amazed. For example, you've got a world class
judo centre being developed in Dartford — how many such facilities have we got? How much great
stuff is going under the radar? | don’t know. But in six months time we will.

“I would rather have a structured approach. The point of the Nations and Regions is that they are
working with the regional development agencies and all the movers and shakers in their regions,
including the local councils and MPs, and | think we have a better chance of maximizing those
opportunities if we go (to foreign countries) with a structured plan rather someone in, wherever, not
really understanding what we are offering and thinking that your average local leisure centre is enough
to attract a national Olympic committee. It isn’t — you have to be very specific about what you are
offering.

“And it's not just bricks and mortar. Manchester is a good example. It's not just got G-Mex and the
Velodrome. You've also got Salford University which has got some of the leading thinking
physiologists. There is activity going on. We are trying to get local authorities to think creatively but at
the end of the day let's put a structure together and understand what we can sell and sell well.

“That is why we are putting together in six months time, off the back of this audit, a London 2012
training and preparation guide that will go out to all the regions. That will entail guidelines about what
we are hoping to achieve and how it will work, the timelines on that — reminding people that six-and-a-
half years out it is not realistic to expect national Olympic committees to be thinking about where they
are going to train for London even before Beijing 2008 has taken place. | don’'t minimize the challenge
that is in front of us and managing expectations. But this is a process | have to be involved in.”

Many areas are also pinning hopes on the Olympics helping boost local tourism but Coe feels London
will have less of a hands-on role to play in this. “I do not want any of the regions to think we are sitting
in London micro-managing because we won't and we can'’t,” he said. “They are 20 times better
positioned to take advantage. What can | do in London, as chairman of LOCOG, to boost tourism in
the Lake District by five per cent off the back of an Olympic Games? The best thing | can do is provide
the best Games ever and encourage people in greater numbers to come to London. But it's up to the
North West tourist authority to make sure when they are in London they go to Manchester. What we
can do is help structure this. Most of this has to be delivered on a local basis. LOCOG does not have
the time or resources to stimulate tourism all over the country.” (continued on page 3)
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