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Much Wenlock hopes to cash in 
on Olympic legacy by hosting 
team in 2012 
MUCH WENLOCK, acknowledged by even the International 
Olympic Committee as the spiritual home of the Games, has 
launched plans for a development which they hope will lead to 
a team basing itself in the Shropshire town during the build-up 

to 2012. It was in 1850 that the first ever Olympian Games were held in here in Much Wenlock. The 
brainchild of Dr Brookes, the Games was originally designed “to promote the moral, physical and 
intellectual improvement of the inhabitants of the Town and neighbourhood of Wenlock”. Over 
subsequent years this concept inspired individuals and sporting organisations throughout Europe, 
including Baron Pierre de Coubertin. Meanwhile, plans for a multi-million-pound world class sports 
village at Odsal, the home of Bradford Bulls rugby league, have been redesigned following the 
decision to hold the Olympics to London. A decision is expected to be announced next month. Read 
more…Page 7  

 

Britain set to offer 
cash for medals in 
London 2012  
A REVOLUTIONARY 
scheme by the British 
Olympic Association could 

see medallists in the 2012 Games awarded for their 
efforts with cash. Simon Clegg, the chief executive 
of the British Olympic Association, has told 
insidethegames that it is something the BOA are 
considering and will be seeking a sponsor to make 
the plan happen. Several other countries already 
offer similar incentives.  Read more…Page 2 

Fencing to get boost by 
Olympic medallist 
switching sports 
BRITISH fencing gears up for 
World Cup event that could 
produce some of the potential 
stars for London 2012 as 

Sydney modern pentathlon bronze medallist 
Kate Allenby (above) says she might put herself 
to the sword in six years time. RICHARD 
LEWIS, of The Sunday Times, continues his 
series on how the country’s minor sports are 
preparing. Read more…Page 11 
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• Lance Foreman set to sue London Development Agency over controversial move..Read more…Page 2 
• House of Lords slam Olympic Bill – want changes…Read more…Page 3 
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Forman and Sons in new Olympic controversy 
AN EAST END business faced with compulsory relocation due to the Olympics has launched legal 
action to secure an alternative site, writes Matthew Beard . Forman and Sons, Britain's oldest salmon 
smokery, began proceedings against the London Borough of Tower Hamlets last week after it refused 
the company permission to move to a council-owned site. 
 
Lance Forman, the company’s owner and one of the most fervent critics of the compulsory purchase 
(CPO) process, said the site was a “stone’s throw” from his current premises on Marshgate Lane in 
the Olympic Park area and would have been ideal. The disputed one-acre brownfield site at Bow 
Locks has been earmarked by the council for housing. But Forman launched the action after 
discovering that an adjacent site, just the other side of the boundary with Newham Council, had 
been used to relocate one of his current neighbours, waste recycling firm Bywaters. 
 
“I identified the site nine month ago,” he said. “Tower Hamlets is in one of the highest unemployment 
areas in Britain and I could bring 60 to 100 jobs. The boroughs have an obligation to find solutions for 
the businesses and that they won’t accept my proposal is madness.” 
 
Lawyers for the company have sent Tower Hamlets a ‘pre-action protocol’ which requires them to 
provide information in advance of legal action. “We’ve got a matter of days now. A judicial review won’t 
help us. It is to protect ourselves if the business has to close,” Forman said. 
 
In a statement, Tower Hamlets said: “The clear emphasis in (a) joint strategic planning framework is 
on new housing and the social facilities and infrastructure that new housing will require. It has been 
agreed that the Bow Lock site be designated for a family-led housing initiative. However, the Council is 
keen to retain businesses in appropriate locations and together with the London Development Agency; 
it has sought to assist Forman and Sons in seeking to identify a suitable alternative location within the 
borough of Tower Hamlets for its business premises. The Council has received a pre-action protocol 
letter from Forman and Sons and is therefore unable to comment any further or enter into any further 
discussions with the company." 
 
Next month Bywaters, the largest waste recycling company in London, is expected to complete a 
move to a 9.2 acre site in Bow Locks owned by Newham Council. The CPO gave Bywaters the 
opportunity to find an integrated facility, which will be London's biggest undercover recycling plant, to 
replace the three sites it owned in or near the proposed Olympics area. One site it occupied will 
become the main stadium and another will be redeveloped for a £100 million railway siding. “We will 
complete next month. We have the keys and are preparing the building which has been empty for 
three or four years,” said managing director John Glover, who said the company had paid an 
undisclosed sum towards the deal, noting that they would have a much-improved premises. 
Matthew Beard covers the Olympics for The Independe nt.  

 
Cash for medals scheme could be 
launched for 2012 
BRITISH MEDALLISTS in the 2012 Olympics in London could be rewarded 
with cash bonuses. The British Olympic Association are to see if they could 
find a sponsor to back a scheme which several other countries have already 
adopted, including in the United States where gold medallists receive 
$25,000. “For a number of games the British Athletes Commission has 
highlighted cash for medals” said Simon Clegg, the chief executive of the British Olympic Association. 
“It is something that the athletes would like to see. It’s important we listen to our athletes. In the 
context of 2012 it’s something we should be willing to consider if we can find the funding. It’s under 
consideration along with other initiatives. We are not very developed in our thinking on this yet. The 
focus is on exploring whether it’s a viable option.” 

 
 
 


