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             March 13, 2006 

                       Top Stories This Week 
 

Sir Keith Mills “confident” 
London financial sponsor will 
raise massive sum 
SERIOUS negotiations are to open next month on signing up 
London’s first major corporate sponsor. Sir Keith Mills, who is due 
to be replaced as chief executive of London 2012 by Paul Deighton 

on April 1, exclusively tells insidethegames that nearly every major financial institution in Britain has 
expressed an interest in signing up to be a partner for the Olympics. Sir Keith said he is very confident 
that the £45 million that Athens raised for the 2004 Games in this sector will be easily surpassed by 
London’s deal. “Greece is one fifteenth the size of Britain,” he said. “I’m not saying we will get 15 times 
more than Athens but we are confident that we will raise a lot more than that figure.” Sir Keith also 
said he was sure that the recent changes to the Olympic Bill will put an end to criticism of the 
legislation. Read more…Page 2  

 

Newham mayor criticises 
authorities in branding 
row 

THE mayor of London’s self-
styled “Olympics borough” has 
criticised local authorities for 
breaching the rules on Olympic 
branding for the 2012 Games. Sir 

Robin Wales (above) said the East London 
borough of Newham had launched a number of 
Olympics initiatives without the use of the 
interlocking rings which would have incurred the 
wrath of the organisers. He talks to MATTHEW 
BEARD, of The Independent, about Newham’s 
preparations for the 2012 London Olympics. 
Read more…Page 4 

British swimming 
takes on Aussies in 
Melbourne Games 
BRITISH SWIMMING faces 
its first major test on the road 
to the 2012 Olympics when it 
has to take on the might of 
the world’s top nation 

Australia in its own backyard at the 
Commonwealth Games, which open on 
Wednesday. CRAIG LORD, the swimming 
correspondent of The Times, reports from 
Melbourne on the task facing the Home 
Countries and what it will all mean in the context 
of the Games in London.  
Read more…Page 11 

 

Also this week  
• Call to sort out shortage of public toilets in London…Read more…Page 3 

• ODA announce more details on Delivery Partner contract…Read more…Page 5 

• English tourist authority announces £12 million campaign for 2012…Read more…Page 5 

• Fairtrade have high hopes for ethical Olympics in London…Read more…Page 5 

• £6 million Olympic boost for businesses in London, South East and East Read more…Page 6 

• Sebastian Coe says Kent has massive opportunity for 2012...Read more…Page 7 

• Olympic training ground in Dorset refused planning permission…Read more…Page 7 

• Major new gymnastics centre for East of England…Read more…Page 8 

• British fencing champion may be forced to quit because of lack of funding...Read more…Page 12 

• London addresses international Paralympic officials about 2012 Games…Read more…Page 15 

• What are they saying about the London Olympics on the web…Read more…Page 16 
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Britain’s big banks first out of 
blocks to be sponsor for London 
2012 Olympics and Paralympics 
SIR KEITH MILLS has exclusively told insidethegames that 
serious negotiations will begin next month with Britain’s major 
financial institutions over becoming the first major sponsor of the 
2012 Olympics amid predictions that the sum raised could 
exceed £100 million.  
 
Athens raised £45 million from that sector and Sir Keith is confident that the sponsorship will be worth 
much more in London. “Greece is one fifteenth the size of Britain,” he said. “I’m not saying we will get 
15 times more than Athens but we are confident that we will raise a lot more than that figure. There is 
an extremely high level of interest among nearly all the major financial institutions in Britain. It would 
be easier to say who has not expressed an interest rather than who has. Proper engagement will start 
when we return from the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne. It is our plan that we will continue 
negotiations throughout the summer and announce the successful company by the end of the year.” 
 
For the first time in the history of the Olympics sponsorship deals will be packaged together with the 
Paralympic Games, which follow the main event. “We are rolling them together,” said Sir Keith. “That 
has a significant commercial benefit because any company signing up as a sponsor will get two bites 
of the cherry. We think this helps justify the expense of the sponsorship to the corporate world. I am 
excited by that.” 

Sir Keith is also confident that the changes announced to the Olympic Bill last week 
(http://www.insidethegames.com/members/news_archive/amendments_to_bill.htm) will put an end to 
the fears of the marketing and advertising industries over some of its more controversial aspects. The 
House of Lords has proposed that the onus should be on the Games organisers to prove misuse of 
phrases which seek to make an association with the 2012 London Olympics.  

The London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games (LOCOG) will be able to turn to the civil 
courts which can impose such sanctions as an injunction or demanding the withdrawal of an 
advertising campaign. Previously under the proposed legislation the onus was on the “offending” 
business to prove it was seeking to make no such claim. The list of protected words has not changed 
and includes scores of combinations, including such words as “Games”, “2012”, “gold”, “silver” and 
“medal”.  

“We are going to take a common sense approach to this,” promised Sir Keith. “We are not going to 
jump on someone if they make a mistake. But if they break the law we will use the full force of the law. 
We need to be able to police the corporate world in the UK to make sure they are playing by the law. 
But I am confident that most agencies and corporations wouldn’t want to piggy back on rights they 
don’t own.” 
 
The Commonwealth Games, which open in Melbourne on Wednesday (March 15), will represent Sir 
Keith’s last official duties as the chief executive of London 2012 before he is formally replaced by 
Goldman Sachs banker Paul Deighton on April 2 (who is pictured with above alongside Lord 
Sebastian Coe). But Sir Keith, who will become the vice-chairman, plans to continue devote at least 
50 per cent of his working time to London 2012, but concentrating on marketing and sponsorship.  
 
He is due to accompany Deighton and LOCOG chairman Lord Sebastian Coe to Sydney tomorrow 
and Wednesday (March 14 and 15) for a series of fact finding meetings with officials who successfully 
staged the 2000 Olympics. Among the issues due to be discussed are marketing, security and 
ticketing.  
 
Sir Keith and Coe also hosted a dinner for 1,000 people in Singapore last night (March 12) to say 
thank you for their support during the International Olympic Committee meeting there last July. “The 
business and ex-pat community were great during the vote,” said Sir Keith. “It will be wonderful to be 
able to go back and acknowledge that support properly.” 



Copyright, all rights reserved – The information is this newsletter may not be reproduced or 
distributed without the consent of insidethegames.  
insidethegames is not affiliated to London 2012 and the views expressed are independent 

3

BOA look to blue-chip companies to sponsor sports  
THE British Olympic Association has launched an initiative to twin 35 Olympic sports with some of the 
UK’s biggest blue-chip companies. Each governing body will be paired with a FTSE 100 company, 
which will help out with a range of professional services. The first such partnership has been signed 
between financial services company Skandia and the British Biathlon Union (BBU). The BBU will 
receive professional advice from a range of the company’s in-house experts. They will provide 
guidance and support relating to contracts, accounting practices, management delivery systems and 
consider ways in which the sport could improve the delivery of support services to their athletes. 
 
“This is the first of many initiatives in a strategy designed to help our Olympic sports provide world-
class support to Team GB athletes in the run-up to Vancouver 2010 and beyond,” said BOA chairman 
Lord Colin Moynihan. “Tapping in to the expertise found within leading companies and making them 
available to governing bodies will provide a support network most sports have seldom been privy to in 
the past.”  
 
BBU chairman David Cranston said: “The Skandia UK Group partnership is fantastic for the BBU. To 
have the support of such a successful company behind us, with the opportunity to access some of 
their excellent services will mean we as a governing body can develop, and assist our athletes in ways 
we have been unable to before now.” 
 
The partnership scheme is designed to twin companies with appropriate sports. As well as providing 
the opportunity to tap into a range of support service expertise found within those companies, the 
relationship can be extended to provide financial support. Initially, the scheme will focus on FTSE 
members only, but the BOA aims to establish the most suitable partnership for each sport.  
 
The BBU has also announced the appointment of former Olympian and world 110 metres hurdles 
champion and record holder, Colin Jackson, as its new President.  He takes over from Moynihan. “I 
hope to play a very positive role in continuing the sporting and financial initiatives set up by my 
predecessor Colin Moynihan as we move into a new Olympic cycle,” said Jackson. 
 
The BOA stressed that they were not able to offer any association to the participating companies with 
London 2012 as all marketing rights will be sold by the organising committee, LOCOG. Sale of the 
right to use the rings will begin later this year in the aim of raising several hundred million pounds 
towards the cost of the Games. The most companies can expect in return is for athletes to work for 
them, or come in to give motivational talks to staff. The scheme is the brainchild of Moynihan, a 
successful businessman with impressive contacts in the City. “Some governing bodies are doing these 
sort of schemes already but the point is that this initiative is aimed at all sports, large and small,” said 
a BOA spokesman. 
 

London caught short by 2012 toilet shortage    
THERE needs to be an improvement in the amount of public toilets in London before the 2012 
Olympics, a new report has concluded. A study by the London Assembly’s health and public services 
committee found that up to 40 per cent of the capital’s toilets have closed during the last five years. 
There are now just 400 public toilets for the 7.429 million citizens, an average of one for every 18,000 
residents. On the London Underground only 88 out of 255 stations have public toilet provision, while 
there are only 13 bus stands with toilets. “This is not just an issue of ‘inconvenience’,” said Joanne 
McCartney, the committee chairman. “It is about people's dignity and quality of life. There needs to be 
a complete rethink about the role that this public services has in a 21st century world city.” In the run 
up to the 2012 Olympics, the committee said improvements would be needed with the “eyes of the 
world” on London. The report, entitled “An Urgent Need”, warned that poor toilets will impact the city's 
image in the run-up to the Games. Beijing is spending $48 million (£27.5 million) to build 4,700 public 
toilets for the 2008 Games - one every 500 metres or a four minute walk. The Lonely Planet guide 
already advises backpackers to avoid public loos in London and to use conveniences at fast food 
chains instead. The capital’s official “Blue Badge” tourist guides feel so strongly about the problem that 
they have set up an “Inconvenience Committee” to document it and press authorities into action. “A 
nation is judged by its toilets and world-wide London is seen as a dirty metropolis in comparison with 
other world cities,” said Glara Greed, professor of inclusive urban planning at the University of West 
England. The report said councils should have a statutory duty to provide adequate publicly accessible 
toilets. And Mayor Ken Livingstone was urged to publish a London-wide map of available public toilets. 




