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                       Top Stories This Week 
 

British sport leaders waiting on 
Chancellor’s Olympic 2012 funding 
announcement in budget 
LEADERS of Britain’s 26 Olympic sports will be paying particularly close 
announcement to the Budget on Wednesday (March 22) to see whether the 
Chancellor will announce an extra £250 million worth of funding they have been 
waiting for since London was awarded the 2012 Games last July. The issue has 
become a hot political issue with the Shadow Sports Minister Hugh Robertson 

launching a series of attacks on Gordon Brown (left). insidethegames has spoken to the heads of 
several Olympic sports and one has warned that “every day lost now is costing us a week’s 
preparation”. Senior figures claim that Brown has accepted the UK Sport model to offer some level of 
support to all of the sports but warn that he may not make an announcement this week. Read 
more…Page 2  

 

Large team from 
Glasgow pushing 
Commonwealth 
Games bid  
DEREK CASEY, the 
chief executive of 

Glasgow’s bid to host the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games, and Steven Purcell, leader of the City 
Council, have been heading a team of 22 from the 
Scottish city promoting their candidature in 
Melbourne. Early indications are that their bid is far 
superior to their rivals, Abuja in Nigeria and Halifax 
in Canada. They talk to DUNCAN MACKAY, of 
The Guardian, about why they are confident - but 
not complacent - about their chances. Read 
more…Page 7 

Hackney wants to 
be centre of 
basketball 
excellence in UK  
THE East London 
borough of Hackney 
wants to convert one 
of the newly-built 

indoor Olympic venues into a national basketball 
centre after 2012. The borough believes that 
converting the Olympic Park venue, which is 
within its borders and will host basketball 
matches during the Games, into the 
headquarters of the sport in the UK would play 
to local strengths. MATTHEW BEARD, of The 
Independent, reports. Read more…Page 11 

 

Also this week 
• ODA welcome Parliamentary inquiry…Read more…Page 3 

• London Underground chief advises Philadelphia on Olympic transport planning…Read more…Page 3 
• London awards branding contract for Olympics…Read more…Page 4 

• West London wants to ensure it benefits from Games in 2012…Read more…Page 5 

• What skills are needed for 2012? Further research…Read more…Page 6 

• Equestrian federation say they are happy about Greenwich for Olympics Read more…Page 6 

• MPs claim Dorset does not need road for Olympics…Read more…Page 9 

• Wales warned that it must take advantage of 2012…Read more…Page 9 

• DCMS launch new initiative to promote culture during build up to Olympics…Read more…Page 10 

• British shooter equals Commonwealth Games record...Read more…Page 14 

• London boroughs not doing enough for Paralympic sport, claims new report…Read more…Page 15 
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Sport keeping its fingers crossed that 
Brown will grant their funding wish 
BRITAIN’S 26 Olympic sports will be hoping that the Chancellor Gordon 
Brown announces a £250 million package that will help them prepare for 
the 2012 Olympics during the Budget on Wednesday (March 22). Hugh 
Robertson, the Shadow Sports Minister (right), has continually attacked 
Brown over the fact that he has so far failed to make any kind of 
announcement.  

 

“It is more than eight months since we won the bid, and our athletes still 
have no idea whether they will get any funding from the Chancellor,” said 
Robertson last week. “Every day that Gordon Brown ignores our athletes 
puts back our medal chances in 2012. The Conservative Party and, I am sure, all Parliamentarians 
would like to wish the British Team the best of luck at the Commonwealth Games. Despite their 
reputation as the ‘friendly’ games, they are an important end in themselves and a vital staging post for 
British sport on the road to London 2012. 
 
“With that in mind, it is vital that the Chancellor stops ignoring our athletes and makes clear exactly 
what funding they can expect. The fact that commentators are being so conservative about our medal 
prospects in Melbourne highlights the urgent need to get the coaching support in place now – as to 
give all our athletes the best chance of success in 2012 in front of their home crowds.” 
 
A leading official connected with one minor Olympic sport that is desperately depending on extra cash 
to help it begin getting ready for 2012 has told insidethegames that “every day lost now is costing us a 
week’s preparation”. UK Sport, the Government quango in charge of National Lottery funding, has 
submitted a proposal to the Treasury, which urged spending an additional £49.5 million a year on top 
of the existing annual £61 million budget for Olympic sports to achieve fourth place in the medal table. 
Treasury sources have told insidethegames that Brown is impressed with the model and has accepted 
it but does not want to make an announcement if it appears he is reacting to pressure from Robertson. 
 
Earlier this month following criticism by Treasury officials and Labour MPs that chairman Lord Colin 
Moynihan was politpoliticizing the British Olympic Association, they announced that they would make 
no further statements about the issue until after the Government had made a decision.  
 

Row over cycling club’s relocation to M25 site 
PLANS by Olympic developers to move a cycle track to contaminated land close to the M25 have 
been condemned. Eastway cycling circuit on the Stratford border with Leyton has been home to a 
range of cycling groups and disciplines including mountain biking, cyclocross and racing for 31 years. 
But the site falls within the Olympic precincts and is destined to close in September. The London 
Development Agency (LDA) has identified a site 10 miles away in Rammey Marsh, Enfield, as a 
replacement, but users say the location is unsuitable and they are being forced to move there against 
their will. 
 
Eastway is guaranteed a return to a site within the Olympic borders as part of the Velo Park after the 
Games but, in the meantime, the 25,000 people who use the circuit every year have launched a 
campaign. The Eastway Users Group (EUG) says that as well as contamination at Rammey Marsh 
and poor air quality due to its close proximity to the M25, the site is less than half the size of the 
current circuit. “We have around 26 hectares at Eastway but the proposed relocation, once planning 
constraints and the expansion of the M25 in 2008 are taken into consideration, will give us between 
six and seven hectares,” said Michael Humphreys of the EUG. “We have found a location at Hogg Hill 
in Forest Road, Redbridge, which would be perfect. But although the LDA says it has the funds to 
explore and develop this possibility, it has gone ahead with a planning application for Rammey 
Marsh.” 
 
Redbridge Council said it was supportive of the idea and confirmed discussions with the LDA over the 
site were ongoing. “Unlike Hogg Hill, we know at the moment Rammey Marsh is a deliverable site and 
will ensure continuity of provision,” said a spokesman for the LDA.  




