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                       Top Stories This Week 
 

Chancellor’s extra support for 2012 
athletes welcomed but confusion reigns 
over who will raise private 
BRITISH SPORT has welcomed the announcement by the Chancellor Gordon 
Brown in the Budget that he is giving Olympic athletes an extra £200 million to help 
them prepare for the London Games in 2012. But the disclosure that £100 million 
of commercial sponsorship is also to be sought for elite athletes has not been 
greeted with enthusiasm among owners of non-Olympic sporting properties. These 

already faced competition for sponsorship from the London 2012 organising committee, which expects 
UK commercial sponsorship to produce about 35 per cent of its financial needs of £2 billion. 
Companies face a minimum price tag of £50 million to be top-level sponsors of the 2012 Games and 
there is confusion over how the extra revenue will be found. STEVEN DOWNES, the business editor 
of Times Online, reports. Read more…Pages 2 and 3  

 

British teams visit Oz to 
promote their cities 
REPRESENTATIVES from 
Birmingham and Sheffield have 
been prominent visitors to the 
Commonwealth Games, which 
finished in Melbourne 
yesterday (March 26). They 
have both been promoting their 
cities as potential venues for 

training camps before the 2012 Olympics while 
Birmingham, whose team has been led by Brian 
Stocks (above), have also been speaking to 
officials about a potential bid to host the 
Commonwealth Games in 2022, even though a 
decision is not due until 2015. Read more…Page 7 

How boxing is 
hoping to keep 
its talent for 
Beijing  
BRITAIN’S boxers 
have enjoyed a 
great 

Commonwealth Games and hopes are high they 
could make an impact at the Beijing Olympics in 
2008 – as long as they are not tempted to turn 
professional before then. RICHARD LEWIS, of 
The Sunday Times, investigates how the 
amateur authorities in Britain are using Audley 
Harrison (above) as an example of why 
sometimes it is better not to run pro 
immediately. Read more…Page 11 

 

Also this week 
• David Higgins visits Commonwealth Games to learn lessons for 2012…Read more…Page 4 

• Ken Livingstone in new row that could affect Olympic planning…Read more…Page 5 

• More construction problems at Wembley…Read more…Page 5 

• SNP revive calls for separate Scotland team for Olympics…Read more…Page 6 

• Olympic champion is cycling’s new ambassador in London…Read more…Page 6 

• Olympic Bill clears final hurdles in Parliament…Read more…Page 6 

• British cities clamouring to stage school Olympics…Read more…Page 8 

• Shropshire company wins Olympic contract…Read more…Page 9 

• MP’s back fight to save London theatre…Read more…Page 10 

• Sutton gym club complains about lack of funding...Read more…Page 13 

• What they are saying on the web about London 2012…Read more…Page 16 
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Brown funding comes with strings attached 
CHANCELLOR Gordon Brown’s Budget announcement of extra funding to get Britain to fourth place 
in the medals table at the 2012 London Games seems certain to create an unwanted £100 million bill 
for whoever might be in government 18 months before the Olympic flame is lit in Stratford, writes 
Steven Downes. That is the view of a senior sports official, as the fine print of the 2006 Budget, 
Brown's tenth as Chancellor, is assessed. Funding for sport was given much greater prominence than 
usual in the Government’s spending plans, with Brown also announcing a series of “Schools 
Olympics” in the build-up to 2012. 

But the breakdown of the £600 million headline Olympic figure announced by the Chancellor seems 
certain to provide future controversy. Half the amount mentioned by the Chancellor is Lottery money 
which has already been allocated to Olympic preparations, with £200 million of new Government 
money going towards the outline spending plans submitted by UK Sport towards Britain placing fourth 
in the 2012 Olympic medal table and top of the medals at the Paralympics. 

The balance of the cash is to be made up with £100 million of sponsorship which the Budget report 
says is to be raised by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport - a target few in sport or marketing 
believe is realistic, nor think that the DCMS is qualified to bring in. Details of this part of the proposals 
will be delivered in the Pre-Budget Report before Christmas. Rather than looking Brown’s gift horse in 
the mouth, the national sports agencies and the British Olympic Association, who had been lobbying 
No11 Downing Street since winning the bid to host the 2012 Games eight months ago, warmly 
welcomed the announcement. “The Government have listened and understood the arguments made 
by sport,” Simon Clegg, the British Olympic Association’s chief executive, said. “Governing bodies can 
now seek to employ the world’s best coaches and put together programmes that will create a system 
that will deliver success." 

“Now, there can be no excuses,” said UK Sport's Sue Campbell, the architect of the spending 
blueprint. The funding allows for plans for all 26 sports on the Olympic programmes, including 
basketball, handball and volleyball, rather than the 17 presently funded by UK Sport (although cash-
rich sports football and tennis will provide their own development funding). “We have been given the 
go-ahead to have a full team in every event where we can deliver a credible performance. It is very 
good news for sport,” Campbell said. 

More distanced observers, such as the former Sports Minister, Kate Hoey, provided the caveats: “The 
BOA has quite rightly referred to the figure of £300 million,” said the Labour backbencher who 
represents the London seat of Vauxhall. “They are ensuring that the Government will not be allowed to 
renege from taking responsibility for raising the £100 million of private money.” 

Other insiders, who asked not to be named, told insidethegames, “They have stuff-all chance of 
raising the £100 million. The key thing in the announcement was that the £200 million is not linked in 
any way to the raising of the sponsorship money. UK Sport has already started spending that money - 
and it will all run out around May 2011. “That will leave whoever is in power at that time with an 
impossible position, and they will have to stump up the money, because no one is going to cut funding 
to athletes just a year before the London Games,” our source said. 

Hoey explained further the £100 million snag in the Budget announcement: “Businesses generally like 
to know exactly where their money is going and like to see a return on sponsorship. What’s more, the 
complex rights agreement reached with Lord Coe and London 2012 means there are serious 
restrictions on sponsorship and marketing arrangements made outside the official London 2012 
aegis.” 

Among the other sports measures included last Wednesday (March 22), the Chancellor announced - 
there was a big boost for Glasgow's bid to stage the 2014 Commonwealth Games, with the city 
nominated by Scotsman Brown as the first to host a “Schools' Olympics”, an annual event through to 
2011 in which thousands of elite child competitors will get an early taste for the multi-sport 
environment.                                                                                                                                    
Steven Downes is the business editor of Times Online 
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Coe should run British athletics, claims Moynihan                                                                            

LORD COLIN MOYNIHAN, the chairman of the British Olympic Association, believes Lord Sebastian 
Coe should be handed the task of reviving British athletics. England’s track and field team won six 
gold medals at the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne – their worst since Edinburgh in 1970 - and 
the high profile men’s sprinters had a dismal Games and Moynihan sees cause for concern looking 
ahead to the London Olympics of 2012. 

“Athletics has to be the jewel in the crown of Team 2012,” Moynihan said during an interview with The 
Sunday Telegraph yesterday (March 26). “Action needs to be taken now and Seb Coe is the man for 
the job. His record in athletics is second to none and his organisational skills were self-evident in 
London's 2012 gold-medal bid.” 

Coe has privately grown frustrated with the performances of Britain’s top athletes in recent major 
championships and was critical of the decision of Dave Collins, UK Athletics performance director, not 
travelling to the Commonwealth Games. “If I were a director of coaching I would want to see the 
whites of the athletes’ eyes,” Coe said. “You need to see how people respond and you can’t do that 
unless you are here. I think there are some questions about the condition in which some of these 
athletes come into championships. Some of the athletes out here are not fit for the purpose.”  

Australian officials fear cash being thrown at Brits 
could change the balance of power  
AUSTRALIAN OFFICIALS are warning that they must continue to match the funding offered by Britain 
if they are to stay ahead of them in the Olympic medals. “We’ve put a lot of money into that and a lot 
of support and we're getting the results now,” said John Devitt, Chef de Mission of Australia’s 
Commonwealth Games team in Melbourne. “But the British are going to have a tremendous amount of 
money, bucketfuls of it to be thrown at sport and we will have to have everything going in our direction 
too. We need to continue the money supply.” 
 
Australia has finished fourth overall in the Olympic medals and won 86 gold medals at the 
Commonwealth Games, which finished yesterday (March 26), compared to England’s 36. But Percy 
Crosswhite, the team manager, admitted he was worried that they may not be able to maintain that 
level unless the Australian Government continued to offer the kind of support they have got used to.  
 
“They need to make that commitment and we are waiting for that commitment,” he said. “We have a 
responsibility to allow our athletes to have the best opportunity they can to perform, just as we do our 
musicians or our educators or any of those young people in this country and we should do everything 
we can to support them.” 
 
Even though England finished so far behind Australia the team – with the exception of athletics - was 
considered generally to have performed creditably. “I’m delighted with the way the team has 
performed in Melbourne,” said Ann Hogbin, Team England’s Chef de Mission. “We knew we were 
going to face some difficult challenges in Australia, particularly after our successes at our ‘home’ 
Games four years ago.  
  
“It’s been pleasing to see some established stars defend their titles, but Melbourne has also marked a 
watershed for many young English athletes who have had an opportunity to experience a major 
international multi-sport Games. That can only augur well for the future, particularly with the London 
2012 Olympics in mind. Melbourne has hosted a fabulous Games and the city can be proud of its 
achievements. We’re now looking forward to competing in New Delhi in four years time.” 
 

Bookies not optimistic about finishing fourth in 2012                 
BOOKMAKERS William Hill are offering odds that suggest they do not share Gordon Brown’s 
optimism that the extra package of funding he announced last week will result in Britain finishing fourth 
in the medals table in 2012. They make team GB 3/1 to finish in the top four of the medal table and 2/9 
that they will fail to do so. 
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ODA chief on fact finding mission to 
Melbourne and Sydney 
DAVID HIGGINS (right), the chief executive designate of the Olympic 
Delivery Authority, has visited Melbourne to study the Commonwealth 
Games and held meetings in Sydney with politicians and officials 
involved in staging the successful 2000 Olympics. The ODA is modelled 
on the NSW Government's Olympic Co-ordination Authority, which 
oversaw the construction of the venues for Sydney. 
 
“In the case of Sydney, the Government owned all of the land (at 
Homebush),” said Higgins. “It was an extensive land holding which was basically cleared. In the case 
of London, the Government owns very little of the land. It is a very urbanised environment. In London 
we have to acquire the site, and it is not a very simple site. There are lots of utilities over it. We will 
have to bury huge power lines and relocate large railway marshalling yards and relocate businesses 
and residences without disrupting a community of 200,000 people who live around there.”  
 
Higgins was involved with the early development of the Sydney Olympic site at Homebush, as an 
executive with Lend Lease in the 1980s. He said ODA would spend the first two years clearing the 
land and getting planning issues sorted out and the next four years building and commissioning the 
venues. He was diplomatic about the problems of Australian firm Multiplex over the construction of 
Wembley (see page 5) but said he was pleased that the Olympics would have a world-class venue in 
which to stage football. 
 
“Central to everything is our relationship with the London Olympic organising committee, the Greater 
London Authority and the four councils directly impacted (by the Olympic development),” Higgins said. 
“Our biggest risk is that people put off decisions, and if they put off key decisions that need to be made 
this year for another year, then it will cost more money and squeeze the time (for the Games 
organisers).” Once ODA was staffed, Higgins said, he planned a two-day seminar which would take in 
advice from Australian Games’ organisers. 
 

Olympic lanes on North Circular would cause chaos, 
it is claimed by local politician                                                                                    

IT HAS been claimed that the North Circular Road could be plunged in chaos if Olympic VIPs are 
provided with a designated lane. For up to 60 days during the Olympics and Paralympics, one lane of 
the A406, in both directions, is likely to be cordoned off, so that athletes, officials and dignitaries can 
get to events on time.  
 
This plan will reduce the A406 to just one lane around Bounds Green, a proposal Barnet Council has 
branded “impracticable”. “We are concerned that this will not only exacerbate the existing problem, but 
by 2012, the growth in traffic may make this option impracticable, especially as in some sections, the 
A406 would be reduced to a single lane for general traffic,” a submission by the council to the House 
of Commons Transport Committee reads. “In addition to the congestion, pollution and accidents which 
occur on the A406 itself, adjacent borough roads are plagued by rat-running traffic using parallel 
routes to avoid the worst sections of the A406.” 

Motorists straying into the Olympic lane will be fined up to £5,000 if they decide to take the fast route, 
thanks to legislative powers provided by the London Olympics Bill, and the lanes are likely to be 
enforced with cameras and patrols. Councillor Brian Coleman, Barnet and Camden representative on 
the London Assembly, believes that the cocktail of Transport for London (TfL) inaction, the growing 
number of cars on the road and the introduction of the VIP lane will cause mayhem during the Games. 
“The residents of North London will feel cheated and rightly so,” he said. “This is crazy, I suggest 
people go on holiday, because it will just be chaos.” 

But a spokesman for TfL backed the proposal and said that everything would be done to ensure that 
Londoners would not be inconvenienced. “It is absolutely essential London has to get its athletes and 
officials to venues on time,” he said. 




