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Rogge to visit London officially for first 
time since it was awarded the 2012 
Olympic Games  
JACQUES ROGGE, President of the International Olympic 
Committee, is to make his first official visit to London since the Capital 
was awarded the 2012 Games at a meeting in Singapore last July. 
He is due to attend a press conference tomorrow (May 16) where the 
Swiss watchmaker Omega will officially announce it has extended its 

top-tier TOP £35 million sponsorship deal with the IOC, taking it to the end of the 2012 Olympics and 
illustrating once again the huge commercial draw of the Games being held in London. Read 
more…Page 2 

London 2012 set to 
clamp down on 
unofficial Olympic 
conferences 
UNAUTHORISED 
Olympic conferences are 

to be blacklisted by Olympic organisers. LOCOG 
have become dismayed at the number of Games-
related conferences aimed mainly at small and 
medium-sized businesses, some of which claim 
falsely to have invited Sebastian Coe (pictured) to 
speak. Officials are warning that businesses may 
be wasting their money by attending conferences 
that are not officially sanctioned.  Read 
more…Page 3 

British 
weightlifing sets 
itself the target of 
winning at least 
one medal  

BRITISH WEIGHTLIFTING officials have 
agreed to set a target of winning at least one 
medal during the 2012 Olympics. The news 
comes as British Olympic Association chief 
executive Simon Clegg demands the sport must 
“step up to the plate” if Britain is to achieve its 
aim of finishing fourth in the medals table. NEIL 
WILSON, of The Daily Mail, reports Read 
more…Page 11 

Also this week 
• John Steele back at UK Sport helm after cancer fight…Read more…Page 2 

• Fitness industry holds seminar on Olympic training camps…Read more…Page 3 

• Reuben brothers remain confident of securing deal for Stratford City site…Read more…Page 4 
• BOA to set up new technical department to help sports prepare for London…Read more…Page 4 

• New member appointed to ODA board…Read more…Page…4 
• Companies find new locations to relocate from proposed Olympic Park…Read more…Page 5 

• World Skills Olympics to be held in London…Read more…Page 5 

• NEW: Parliamentary round up – Shooting debate on the agenda again…Read more…Page 6 
• Chelmsford set up task force and confident of attracting team to train there…Read more…Page 7  

• Former world boxing champion planning to open new centre in North East…Read more…Page 7 

• Sebastian Coe opens facility at Gateshead International Stadium…Read more…Page 8 

• West Midlands companies “hungry” to take advantage of Olympic opportunity…Read more…Page 9 
• Will Self claims he refused to help advise London 2012 on culture programme…Read more…Page 10 

• Peter Scantlebury turns down post of British basketball coach…Read more…Page 12 

• Calls for School Paralympics to be held in Britain…Read more…Page 15 
• Tony Christie to donate money from new version of Armarillo to 2012 hopefuls…Read more…Page 16 
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Rogge to help launch £35m Omega sponsor deal                                                              
JACQUES ROGGE, the President of the International Olympic Committee, is to visit London officially 
for the first time since the Capital was awarded the 2012 Games at a meeting last July. He will be 
attending a press conference tomorrow (May 16) where it will be announced that the watchmaker 
Omega has extended its top-tier TOP sponsorship deal with the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) by two years, taking it to the end of the London Games. 
 
The renewed contract, worth about £35 million, will see Omega retain its position as the official timing, 
scoring and venue-results service provider for the Olympics. Omega inherited the sponsorship from its 
parent brand Swatch last year, with its existing contract running up to and including the 2010 Winter 
Games in Vancouver. Twelve brands are signed up to the IOC’s TOP programme, which guarantees 
them exclusive global-marketing rights for the summer and Winter Olympics, including McDonald’s, 
Visa, Coca-Cola and Johnson & Johnson. 
 
While Sebastian Coe and Olympics Minister Tessa Jowell have held several meetings with Rogge 
during visits to the IOC’s headquarters in Lausanne and he has spoken to Denis Oswald, the 
chairman of the Co-ordination Commission, about London’s preparations this will be their first 
opportunity for him to see at first hand how plans are progressing for 2012. It will also be the first 
opportunity Rogge has had to meet Paul Deighton since he officially took as the chief executive of the 
London Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (LOCOG).   
 

Steele back at UK Sport after winning cancer fight                                                                             
JOHN STEELE (pictured) is to return to work as the chief executive of UK Sport, the 
Government quango responsible for the distribution of National Lottery funding, after a 
successful seven month battle against throat cancer. Although Steele remained in close 
contact with the organisation throughout, in particular with regard to negotiations over 
additional performance funding for 2012, the intensity of his treatment meant that he 

was unable to stay at the helm operationally. Steele, a former Northampton Saints player and 
executive director at the Premiership rugby club, comes back to an organisation that looks significantly 
different to the one he had to step away from in October last year, thanks to major recent changes that 
have brought responsibility for the UK’s high-performance sport system under one roof, together with 
the provision of additional funding ahead of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
UK Sport is now investing £100 million a year in the nation’s Olympic and Paralympic sports as part of 
a quest to move into the top five Olympic nations and top spot in Paralympic terms. This work 
continues alongside its highly regarded international relations and major events activity, and the 
continued successful promotion of Drug Free Sport through UK Sport’s role as the UK’s national anti-
doping organisation.   
 
Given this high profile activity, Steele believes it is a very good time to be returning to the helm. “High-
performance sport has rightly been in the spotlight since July 6 last year and the Government’s 
fantastic response in terms of structural change and additional funding has placed UK Sport firmly at 
the heart of the action,” he said. “It is an immense challenge and responsibility, but one that both I and 
my colleagues will relish. There is a highly professional team in place to deliver within UK Sport. I 
believe we have all the tools to do the job and will work to provide the world class back-up that our 
sports will need if they are to deliver in 2012 and beyond.” 
 
In Steele’s day to day absence, Sue Campbell, the organisation’s chair, oversaw the process that 
culminated in UK Sport assuming responsibility for the high-performance sports previously supported 
by Sport England, together with directing the work of the English Institute of Sport and the Talented 
Athlete Scholarship Scheme (TASS). Campbell also supervised the submission of a bid to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, which detailed the support required if the UK had the ambition of being 
competitive across the board as the host nation in the 2012 Games. “There has been a phenomenal 
amount of work undertaken over the past few months and I am very proud of everyone who has had a 
hand in it”, Steele said. “However, we are under no illusion that collectively, we will have to raise our 
game if we are to provide what we would regard as truly world class direction and support in every 
area. In keeping with the sports and athletes we exist to serve, my top priority now is to examine every 
aspect of what we do to see where we can make improvements, however small, and continue to drive 
the transformation of high performance sport in this country.” 


