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                       Top Stories This Week 
 
EXCLUSIVE: Tony Blair tells insidethegames what 
the Olympic Games in 2012 will mean to London  

THE PRIME MINISTER has exclusively told insidethegames that hosting the 
Olympics in 2012 “is an enormous honour and a fantastic opportunity”. Tony 
Blair (pictured), who led the ceremony in Trafalgar Square last week to celebrate 
the first anniversary of London being awarded the 2012 Olympics, said that it 
was a chance “to give sport a once-in-a-century boost”.  He said that as huge as 
the World Cup in Germany has been during the past weeks that it will be 

completely overshadowed by the scale of the 2012 Games. “The World Cup is dwarfed by the 
Olympics and Paralympic Games,” he told insidethegames. The Guardian’s DUNCAN MACKAY, 
recently acknowledged as one of the most influential and well connected Olympic journalists in the 
business, reports. Read more…Page 2 
 

Birmingham launches 
London Olympic  
ambassador scheme 
AN Olympic Ambassador Scheme 
has been launched in Birmingham 

by city leader Mike Whitby (pictured). Former 
Olympians and influential local figures have been 
invited to be ambassadors for Birmingham to help 
promote the city during the build-up to 2012. The 
unique scheme was launched by Birmingham's 
Task Force last Thursday (July 6), a date which 
marked the one year anniversary of the 
International Olympic Committee’s decision to 
award the 2012 Olympics Games to London. The 
invitation list for Birmingham’s Olympic 
ambassador’s scheme included Olympians such as 
Tommy Godwin who won two bronze medals in 
cycling at the 1948 Olympics. Read more…Page 7 

Moynihan calls for help 
from state education 
system in build-up             
COLIN MOYNIHAN (pictured), 
the chairman of the British 
Olympic Association, has 

used the occasion of a prize day at a leading 
independent school to make a call for the state 
education sector to do more to identify and 
nurture sporting talent for Britain's team for the 
2012 Olympics. “It is worth noting that 60 per 
cent of our medallists have come from the 
independent school sector,” said Moynihan. “Yet 
independent schools are attended by only seven 
per cent of our children.” STEVEN DOWNES, 
an award winning author who writes for The 
Times, and Scotland on Sunday, reports. Read 
more…Page 11 

Also this week 
• Sebastian Coe on what London 2012 can learn from Germany 2006…Read more…Page 3 

• London bill set to rise as capital plans to use Olympics  to regenerate  East End …Read more…Page 3 

• EXCLUSIVE: Livingstone: “London will not be as good as Beijing Olympics”…Read more…Page 4 

• Mike Lee’s new book on 2012 reviewed by The Guardian’s DUNCAN MACKAY…Read more…Page 5 

• Parliamentary Round-Up: What is happening about 2012 on the political scene…Read more…Page 6 

• Senior British athletics official slams UK Athletics…Read more…Page 12 

• Success for Britain’s young swimmers….Read more…Page 14 

• Paralympics: Round-up of what is happening…Read more…Page 15 

• Bell Lap: Coe to do lottery draw - lets hope he understands what he is doing …Read more…Page 16 



Copyright, all rights reserved – The information is this newsletter may not be reproduced or 
distributed without the consent of insidethegames.  
insidethegames is not affiliated to London 2012 and the views expressed are independent 

2

Blair pleased with great start London has made to 
hosting the Olympic Games 
THE PRIME MINISTER has told insidethegames that the 2012 Olympics is “a chance for us to 
underline what a dynamic and diverse place our capital country are, to regenerate some of the most 
deprived parts of London and to give sport here a once-in-a-century boost”, writes Duncan Mackay. 
Tony Blair made his comments as he attended the celebrations in Trafalgar Square last Thursday 
(July 6) to mark the first anniversary of London being awarded the Games. 
 
“This World Cup has underlined how such an event is a fantastic chance to showcase cities and 
countries,” Blair said. “But the World Cup is dwarfed by the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Instead 
of 32 countries taking part, it’s more than 200. We won’t have 736 footballers playing at 12 grounds, 
but more than 10,000 athletes competing at 31 venues. There are nine million tickets to be sold. 
 
“It’s why staging the Games successfully is the world’s biggest peacetime logistical operation. When 
we heard London had won, I know many people thought 2012 was a long way off. But to those 
involved in the bid, it seemed very close indeed. That’s why it is so important that we have achieved 
so much in the past 12 months.” 
 
Blair pointed to the fact that London had kept its promise that if it was awarded the Games then it 
would be able to start preparing for it the next day. “In practical terms, 90 per cent of the land for the 
Olympic Park is now in the public hands,” he said. “Work has already begun to bury the power lines. 
Unlike the delays in other host cities, final plans for the siting of each of the venues have been agreed. 
Nor have we waited to bring in transport improvements. There is an extra carriage on every Jubilee 
line train. The DLR has been extended to City Airport and tunnelling has begun to take the line to 
Woolwich. Stratford International is finished – ahead of schedule. 
 
“There has been huge progress, too, organisationally. The London Olympic and Paralympic Games 
Act has established the legal framework for a successful Games. It also set up the Olympic Delivery 
Authority, which is responsible for building the venues and infrastructure. The ODA has made a strong 
start under a top-class team. All this helps explain why the International Olympic Committee is so 
pleased with the progress made since last July.” 
 

But Blair, who appeared at the Trafalgar Square event alongside the Olympics 
Minister Tessa Jowell and the chairman of LOCOG, Sebastian Coe (pictured), 
promised that the Government would not grow complacent. “We have said all 
along – and it made a big impression on the IOC – that the legacy the Games 
leaves is as important as the sporting memories,” he said. “So we are pressing 
ahead with plans to ensure the state-of-the-art venues can be used for 

decades to come, for thousands of new homes, including transforming the Olympic Village into 
affordable housing, and for an injection of new jobs in areas with high unemployment rates. None of 
this will be easy but neither was winning the honour of hosting the Games. We have made a great 
start. We now have to keep up the pace so we can do justice to the ideals of the Olympic movement 
and to this great city.”  

Gospel singers sang the London bid anthem Proud during the celebration, but the horror of the terror 
attacks which struck the city just hours after the Olympic bid victory was not forgotten. “This time last 
year in two days London experienced triumph and then tragedy but it turned the same face towards 
both - caring, compassion, tolerance and determination in the face of the difficult challenge,” said Blair, 
who helped unveil a special 2012 Olympic roadshow bus, which will make 50 stops on a 3,000 mile 
journey over the next three weeks showing people all over Britain how the games will benefit the 
whole country, not just London. 

Blair also revealed that during his visit to Singapore on the eve of the vote last July when he met 
several influential IOC members he never asked anyone directly to vote for London. “I instead 
emphasised how staging a modern Olympics in London could do something for the Olympic 
movement as well as for this city. In the end, the difference someone like myself can make is not the 
most important thing. But I suppose it can matter if it was a close vote, which it was in this case.” 
Duncan Mackay covers the Olympics for The Guardian 
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Coe looks to Germany for Olympic inspiration  
SEBASTIAN COE has revealed that London 
plans to set up “Fan Fests” across cities in the 
UK after seeing how successful they had been 
in Germany during the World Cup. “The World 
Cup has been fantastic,” said the chairman of 
the London Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Games. “We have been thinking about 
similar things after we saw the way Melbourne 
used city centre sites to take the Commonwealth 
Games into the city in March. It can be done in a 
spectacular way. Up and down the country we want people to have access to free live sites where 
they can enjoy the Games and the cultural programme.” 
 
Coe has also promised to investigate the possibility of arranging for extra train services to be laid on 
during the Games in 2012 to ensure as many people from across the country can attend events. “We 
recognise that the Games should be accessible to a family from Newcastle at a price which does not 
cost them an arm and a leg,” he said. “And we can do that. We plan to talk to some of the train 
companies and to the airlines to make the Games as accessible as possible.” 
 
LOCOG is also to look closely at the use of technology in an effort to stop tickets being offered for sale 
on the black market. “We do want to get the technology in place to make sure tickets which come back 
can be re-circulated easily,” said Coe. “We don’t rows of empty seats at events.” 
 

Final bill set to soar as Government use Olympics a s 
opportunity to build whole new city 
THE regeneration of East London is set to add extra £1.5 billion to the taxpayers’ bill for the London 
Olympics, it has been claimed. Ministers are set to be asked to increase the budget to about £5 billion 
in the autumn after radical reappraisals of facilities, costs and the proposals for a lasting legacy in an 
area that contains four of the poorest Boroughs in the country.  

The Lea Valley, where the Games are to be held, has been earmarked for a large share of the new 
homes needed in the South East. After the Games the 5,000 homes in the Olympic village will be 
occupied permanently and a further 35,000 built. The extra cost will arise from funding the 
infrastructure for what will be effectively a new city from now, rather than leaving most of it until after 
the Games.  

Ministers, anxious to counter suggestions that extra spending on regeneration meant that other costs 
would soar, emphasised that firm discipline over spending was being exerted and that every project 
was being examined with a view to finding long-term occupiers of the facilities.  

Until now the cost of staging the Games has been put at £2.375 billion, with an additional £1 billion of 
Government money for regeneration of the Lea Valley area. That will rise by at least another £1.5 
billion and possibly £2 billion. The Treasury is not involved in assessing costs but is watching with 
interest, expecting a revised budget for the Games to be presented to Ministers later in the year. 
Ministers will try to persuade Gordon Brown of the need for more money, particularly as some of it will 
be matched by the private sector.  

“We are talking about 40,000 homes for 100,000 people and we hope 30,000 new jobs,” said the 
Olympics Minister Tessa Jowell. “We will have schools and medical facilities. Our whole approach has 
been discipline over costs, concentrating on the legacy the Games provide, and maximising the value 
of regeneration.” 

David Higgins, the chief executive of the Olympic Delivery Authority, has backed the plans. “It makes 
sense to sort everything out at the start,” he told insidethegames. “That is why we are currently 
assessing the plans so carefully.”  


