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                       Top Stories This Week 
 
CPO public inquiry into Olympic Park draws to an 
end after three months – now wait for report starts 

A PUBLIC inquiry into the compulsory purchase of land needed for the 
2012 Olympics has ended. A total of 423 objections were originally 
made by businesses and residents situated on the 312 hectare site in 
the Lower Lea Valley. The inquiry, which began on May 9, has heard 
evidence from 59 objectors, and its findings will be presented to the 
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, Alistair Darling, who will 

decide whether to enforce the orders. The inquiry has been paid for out of the overall Olympic budget, 
but the London Development Agency (LDA), which is responsible for acquiring Olympic land, could not 
confirm how much it had cost. The LDA has continued to broker deals during the inquiry and 93 per 
cent of the required land is now in public ownership. However, as the inquiry drew to a close last 
Friday (August 18), 287 objections were still standing, and one of the 11 businesses that employs over 
100 people in the area is yet to agree relocation terms. Read more…Page 2 

East Midlands pick their woman to 
guide its 2012 London preparations 

THE East Midlands is aiming to make 
the most of the London 2012 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games by appointing 
a new full-time co-ordinator Tracy 
Croft, who has previously held 
positions at Capital One and 
Nottingham City Council. She 
recently took up the newly created 

role of Co-ordinator for the 2012 Games at the East 
Midlands Development Agency (emda). Among her 
tasks, Croft (pictured) will also be involved in the 
selection of potential pre-Games training camp 
facilities in the East Midlands. She will also work 
with the public and all partners around the region 
including. They are the latest region to make such 
a vital appointment with more expected to follow 
soon.  Read more…Page 7 

British rowing looks to its new star to 
give dress rehearshal a golden start 

IT IS 20 years since the World 
Rowing Championships have taken 
place in Britain, and the events of 
the next week could have great 
significance on bridging one gap and 
filling another. Dorney Lake, in Eton, 

is playing host to 1,100 competitors from 64 
countries, in a competition which began 
yesterday (August 20) and will climax next 
Sunday on a weekend where much might be 
gleaned for the Olympics in 2008, in Beijing, and 
London 2012, back here on this same course. 
RICHARD LEWIS, of The Sunday Times, 
reports and focuses on Alan Campbell, the new 
start of British rowing (pictured) who big things 
are expected from during the next week and 
years ahead. Read more…Page 11 

 
Also this week 
• Olympic gold rush predicted for Romanian workers…Read more…Page 3 

• Jewson expanding to meet Olympic demand…Read more…Page 4 

• Rules relaxed so Olympic stewards will not be treated like nightclub bouncers…Read more…Page 5 

• Regional Round-Up: Row over new sports centre in Portsmouth…Read more…Page 7 

• Culture and Education: BBC to film new Olympic series…Read more…Page 10 

• Sports: Boxing coach appeals for more cash…Read more…Page 11 

• Paralympics: US Paralympian to get own comedy show on television…Read more…Page 15 
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Land inquiry completed – Government to receive 
report and make announcement 
A PUBLIC inquiry into the compulsory purchase of land needed for the 2012 Olympics has ended. A 
total of 423 objections were originally made by businesses and residents situated on the 312 hectare 
site in the Lower Lea Valley. 

The inquiry, which began on May 9, has heard evidence from 59 objectors, and its findings will be 
presented to the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, Alistair Darling, who will decide whether to 
enforce the orders. The inquiry has been paid for out of the overall Olympic budget, but the London 
Development Agency (LDA), which is responsible for acquiring Olympic land, could not confirm how 
much it had cost. 

The LDA has continued to broker deals during the inquiry and 93 per cent of the required land is now 
in public ownership. However, as the inquiry drew to a close last Friday (August 18), 287 objections 
were still standing, and one of the 11 businesses that employs over 100 people in the area is yet to 
agree relocation terms. 

Recycling and waste management company Bywaters, one of the largest businesses in the Olympic 
zone, has begun to move its operation to the ProLogis Industrial Park in Twelvetrees Crescent, Bow. 
Residents in Clays Lane, Stratford, which is home to a long-term traveller community and a large 
former housing co-operative, still face an uncertain future. 

Tracie Giles, who has lived on the travellers’ site for over 30 years, claims the LDA is now working 
with the community to finalise an appropriate site, but is critical of Newham Council’s role in the 
process. She claims the council is uneasy about the travellers being located to a proposed site at 
Chobham Farm, off Leyton Road, because it is prime development land and is pushing for relocation 
to another nearby site. 

“We have been told that Newham Council does not want us to move to the Chobham Farm site and 
would prefer us to go to a site we call the hole in the ground because it is 20ft below the surrounding 
land level,” said Giles. 

A spokesman for the LDA said: “We are in discussions about three potential sites for the 
travellers - two in Stratford and one in Beckton. We are hoping to have more talks later 
this month. It is our intention that once the community has decided on their preferred 
site, we will seek planning permission in September. Regarding the residents of the 
former housing co-op, we are working to identify empty housing in the area that they can 
be moved to.” Manny Lewis, chief executive of the LDA (pictured), said: “We will 

continue to negotiate with businesses and other landowners in the Olympic Park. The compulsory 
purchase powers will only be used in the event in the event we cannot reach private agreement.” 

 

Olympic flats could be worth £1 million after Games 
SOME apartments to be built as housing for the Olympics in 2012 could be sold for up to £1 million 
after the Games, industry experts are predicted. Luxury waterside apartments in 18-storey towers will 
be built on the site in Stratford City. The village will be transformed into a prime residential area with 
about 5,000 homes, including up to 50 village of affordable housing. Developers London and 
Continental Railways (LCR), which owns the 180-acre site will strip the blocks and reconfigure them 
for residential housing. During the Games up to 20,000 athletes will live in blocks of at least five 
storeys, equipped with gyms, set amid a water cascade and a park. LCR hopes to begin the sale of 
the village, as a mixed occupancy development, as early as 2008 and aims to have up to 75 per cent 
sold before the start of the opening ceremony on July 27 2012. Planners have visited the Olympic 
sites of previous hosts, including Sydney, Athens and Barcelona, to ensure the London village leaves 
a lasting legacy. “When the last bronze medal is handed out we must avoid the scenes of vast 
swathes of tarmac with weeds growing and empty buildings otherwise we will have missed a fantastic 
opportunity,” said Ben Ruse of LCR. 
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Olympic gold rush for Romanian workers 
THOUSANDS of Romanian workers could recruited as cheap labour by firms seeking to supply staff to 
build London's 2012 Olympic village. Agencies in Bucharest have already compiled vast lists of those 
desperate to start a new life in Britain as soon as Romania joins the European Union next year.  

One British-owned company set up in the Romanian capital claimed it had contacted the 2012 
Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) to offer between 10,000 and 20,000 workers. “England is very 
desirable to the Romanian workers. It pays well,” said Daniel Moldoveanu, the director of recruitment 
company DLT Ital Construct. “A skilled construction worker will get £8 an hour and it is £6.50 for an 
unqualified worker.”  

A skilled British tradesman carrying out the same work would be paid about £15 an hour. Novotel 
Hotels in London is already recruiting staff from Romania to work here, where the hotel industry has a 
100,000 staff shortfall. Helen Kaylan, Novotel’s head of personnel, said: “This industry has high labour 
turnover and it’s hard to find new recruitment channels. When Sydney hosted the Olympics in 2000 it 
had a high unemployment rate, so unemployed people were trained to fill gaps. Here, there is very low 
unemployment, so we may have to look elsewhere.”  

West Ham MP Lyn Brown, whose constituency covers the London Olympic site, said: “The build-up to 
the Games, the event itself and the aftermath should benefit people in the area who are in need. I 
would be concerned if bringing in labour from Eastern Europe drove down wages or prevented local 
workers getting jobs on the project.”  

Dominic Ryan, who has run Premier Global Recruitment in Bucharest for a year, said there were 
thousands of Romanian workers on his books keen to travel to the UK for Olympics work. His 
company's original plan to offer workers to the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics collapsed after 
opposition from Canadian unions. But now it has been placed on a list of firms which will be alerted by 
the ODA when the building work begins in East London.  

Ryan said his company had received “very positive” feedback to its proposal to UK Olympic authorities 
to send Romanian workers here. “We will be able to export literally thousands of workers to the UK 
and I would imagine they would earn about £1,000 a month,” he said.  

Migration to the UK for the Olympics project is being warmly supported by the Romanian government, 
which hopes its citizens will send money home to boost their faltering economy. But the Romanian 
construction workers’ union believes the exodus of its country's workers will leave many projects in 
their homeland unfinished. Dan Christescu, president of the FGS union, said. “I think 55,000 of our 
construction workers will go abroad next year and more than a third will go to Britain. It is a worry for 
us.”  

The Olympic building programme will begin in earnest in six to 12 months’ time once the ODA has 
chosen a firm to manage the project. It is then that companies such as Premier Global Recruitment 
will be able to make their bids and cash in on what will be the biggest construction site in Europe. 
Research commissioned by the Corporation of London and carried out by Oxford Economic 
Forecasting predicts that the Olympics will create jobs for an extra 50,000 construction workers on top 
of the 160,000 who now work in the capital.  

New Travelodge owners wants to be biggest by 2012                                                            

THE NEW owners of Travelodge have said it now hoped to transform the group into the biggest 
budget hotel operator in London - a position currently occupied by Comfort Inn - in time for the 
Olympic Games in 2012. The budget group were sold last week by Permira Funds to private equity 
firm Dubai International Capital (DIC) in a deal worth £675 million. Travelodge operates 291 hotels, 
with 279 in the UK, nine in Ireland and three in Spain. It plans to have a total of 32,000 rooms in the 
next five years. Dubai chief executive Sameer Al Ansari said: “We are delighted to have successfully 
acquired Travelodge. It is a strong brand with growing potential. The budget hotel sector is growing 
and, in our view, is underdeveloped in the UK market, particularly with the London Olympics on the 
horizon.” 
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ODA outline plans to ensure integrity is maintained 
THE Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) has set out the steps it has taken to maintain the integrity of 
the procurement process for one of the biggest Olympic and Paralympic Games contracts to be let this 
year. Four organisations (Bechtel, CLM, G3 and Legacy) have been short listed to take on the role of 
Delivery Partner, which will work with the ODA to manage the programme to build the London 2012 
Games venues and infrastructure.  
 

“The Olympic Delivery Authority has operated a thorough and detailed evaluation 
process involving a large team, with no one individual, externally or internally, able to 
determine the final outcome,” said David Higgins, the chief executive of the ODA 
(pictured). “The ODA is spending public money and has a duty to ensure the process 
on this major contract is as robust as we can make it. I am confident we have 
achieved this.” 

 
The ODA has published a detailed explanatory note setting out the thorough evaluation process that is 
being undertaken by a team of in-house and independent advisers, most of whom are off-site in 
secure offices in the City. Under the new ‘competitive dialogue’ procurement procedure recently 
introduced by the European Union, short listed bids have been scored on their submissions in a range 
of areas. The include expertise of personnel, ability to work in partnership with the ODA, ability to 
deliver effective management tools and systems and the proposed commercial and contractual 
arrangements. Bidders also participated in team simulation exercises and gave an oral presentation to 
members of the ODA senior management team. 
 
The ODA has set up an independent review body, a Compliance and Oversight Group (COG), as an 
additional means of ensuring the integrity of the selection process. COG’s role is to review the overall 
process and to offer advice and support to the ODA’s tender evaluation team. COG members are 
respected individuals drawn from the private and the public sector.  
 
The evaluation process determines the successful bidder, the organisation which has demonstrated 
that they have submitted the most economically advantageous tender. If the ODA decides to award 
the contract the winning organisation’s bid is submitted with a recommendation for approval to the 
ODA’s relevant stakeholder bodies which include the ODA Board, the Greater London Authority, the 
Department of Culture, Media and Sport and HM Treasury. A decision on the successful bidder is 
expected in early September.  
 
Olympic training colleges named 
A NEW workforce designed specifically for the Olympics in 2012 is to be trained by member colleges 
of the Association of South East Colleges (AOSEC). Competing with London and the rest of the South 
East region, AOSEC report that their colleges have won the contracts to train personnel who will 
hopefully be involved in preparation for the Games. Sussex Downs College, having won the largest 
share of the work, will focus expressly on the full range of sport and leisure training; this includes 
coaching, leadership, women’s sport and recreation. And it is not only the athletic aspect that the 
colleges must provide for. Central Sussex and Eastleigh Colleges have been granted contracts 
concerning specialist construction work relative to the giant event. Meanwhile Oxford and Cherwell 
College will similarly be responsibly for a ‘Women in Construction’ training package. Speaking on 
behalf of AOSEC, Alan Corbett was exultant about the win. “Congratulations to Further Education 
colleges in South East England for rising to the challenge of training a workforce which will be 
responsible for this prestigious event, one that will define the nation’s image for many years, if not 
decades,” he said. 

Jewson expanding to meet Olympic demand                                                                 

BUILDERS merchant Jewson is investing £1.75 million in one new branch - in Barking - and three of 
its existing depots, in a bid to meet anticipated demand from the Olympics. The money is intended to 
help the company develop just-in-time scheduled deliveries, flexible work packs and bulk delivery to 
sites around the Olympic Park. “London is already a congested city, so contractors will need to ensure 
they partner with a merchant who can provide the best warehousing and logistics network to efficiently 
service the Olympic developments,” said Jewson managing director Peter Hindle. 




