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Top Stories This Week

Galloway: London could be the “Toxic Olympics” -
MP in warning to Ministers and Games officials

'

GEORGE GALLOWAY (pictured), the controversial Respect MP, has warned
the London Games in 2012 could be known as the “Toxic Olympics” because
the radioactive and other pollutants on the proposed Olympic Park site could
be a threat to workers and residents. The letter from the MP for Bethnal Green
and Bow, who has earned criticism for his closeness to former Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein and for his appearance on the celebrity edition of the TV

& | programme Big Brother last year, follows the revelation in issue number 37 of
insidethegames that a hunt is on to locate steel drums of potentially deadly radioactive waste that
could be buried beneath the site. A 34-year-old document reveals an unspecified number of steel
drums were buried under the former West Ham council tip in Temple Mills Lane, near Hackney Wick-
the area now earmarked for the Athletes’ Village and hockey stadium. Read more...Page 2

Ireland launches Olympic Task Force to
try to attract overseas teams there
m: IRELAND’S Minister for Arts,
T -“J ; Sport and Tourism, John
e O’Donoghue, has announced
the setting up of a new taskforce
= to prepare for the 2012
Olymplcs The body will report on how Ireland can
benefit from the Games by trying to attract
overseas athletes to base themselves there before
the Games start. The group will include the highly
influential Pat Hickey, the president of the
European Olympic Committee, who fills a similar
role at the Olympic Council of Ireland. However,
industry insiders point out that major investment will
be needed in facilities, including the completion of
the proposed multi-million pound training centre at
Abbotstown (pictured), if the world’s top athletes
are to be attracted to Ireland. Read more...Page 7

British synchronised swimming

signs up for unique deal with Disney
SYNCHRONISED
SWIMMING has
always been a
staple of comedians
routines but, thanks
to a unique tie-up
with Hollywood's

- Disney and Ariel
(pictured), star of the film Little Mermaid, Britain
is hoping to compete in the event for the first
time at London in 2012. “Not only is Ariel one of
our best known princesses but as a mermaid
she’s probably the greatest synchronised
swimmer in movie history,” said Disney’s Kirstin
De Groot. “We hope to add a bit of Disney
magic to the sport.” RICHARD LEWIS, of The
Sunday Times, reports. Read more...Page 11

Also this week

e UK Sport launch Olympic X-factor style talent search to find 2012 hopefuls...Read more...Page 3
e Campaign to ensure that London 2012 is green to be launched soon...Read more...Page 4

e Coe rules out top job at UK Athletics — but he will be the kingmaker...

Read more...Page 5

- Germans to redesign the Palace...Read more...Page 6

- Regional Round-Up: UK School Games ticket boost for Glasgow 2014...Read more...Page 9

e Culture and Education: Notting Hill Carnival to be inspiration for 2012...Read more...Page 10

e Sports: North London school adds sailing to its curriculum...Read more...Page 14

e Bell Lap: Has EastEnders' lan Beale fallen foul of the Olympic regulations?...Read more...Page 16
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Galloway writes letter to Miliband and Jowell to warn

London could be known as the “Toxic Olympics”

GEORGE GALLOWAY (pictured), the controversial Respect MP, has
warned that the London Games could be known as the “Toxic Olympics”
because the radioactive and other pollutants on the proposed Olympic
Park site could be a threat to workers and residents. The cigar-smoking
Galloway, who represents the constituency of Bethnal Green and Bow in
East London, is known as “Gorgeous George” and is perhaps best
known for his vigorous campaign to overturn economic sanctions against
Iraq and for his visits to Saddam Hussein in 1994 and 2002, which
contributed to him being expelled from the Labour Party. He was also
pilloried after he appeared last year on the celebrity edition of Big
Brother, where at one point he pretended to be a cat.

Galloway'’s letter follows the revelation in issue number 37 of insidethegames that a hunt is on to
locate steel drums of potentially deadly radioactive waste that could be lie buried beneath the site. A
34-year-old document reveals that an unspecified number of steel drums were buried under the former
West Ham council tip in Temple Mills Lane, near Hackney Wick-the area now earmarked for the
athletes’ village and hockey stadium.

The drums contain bricks and metal contaminated with the chemical element thorium, which is
sometimes used as a substitute for uranium in nuclear reactors. If ingested by airborne dust, thorium,
which was used in gas lamps and bulb filaments, can cause bone and blood cancer. Last year, it
emerged that a site in nearby Marshgate Lane had, until 1982, been used as a small test nuclear
reactor by Queen Mary College’s department of nuclear engineering.

Galloway has written to David Miliband, the Secretary of State for Environment, Tessa Jowell, the
Olympics Minister, Ken Livingstone, the Mayor of London Jack Lemley, the chairman of the Olympic
Delivery Authority, Sebastian Coe, the chairman of London 2012, and Mary Reilly, the chair of the
London Development Agency, to raise his concerns about the problems that reportedly exist on the
site. “l would like to request information as to when the LDA was first alerted to the potential dangers
of radioactive waste on this site,” he wrote.

His concerns are centred on the Clay Lane housing co-operative, the Lea Valley cycle track and
related allotments. “I am extremely concerned about the presence of radioactive...and other forms of
... environmental hazards buried on this site. | understand that this whole area is to be part of the
proposed Olympic Park,” he wrote.

The letter also set out a series of demands, including:

e The publishing of the results of all surveys of the site

e The publishing of all documents relating to waste deposited at the site going back to the 1950s

< Anindependent expert, paid for by the LDA, to examine evidence.

A commitment to safety measures, including monitoring equipment to detect any rises in
radioactivity during work

London 2012 officials have denied any risks from that, but the LDA has designated large chunks of the
proposed Olympic site as “high risk” to human health because it has been home to some of the
capital’s dirtiest industries for decades. They had expected to find toxic chemicals and unexploded
Second World War bombs. But radioactive waste was not mentioned in their preliminary studies. “If
the Olympics are to be a success, it is essential that they should not become known as the ‘Toxic
Olympics’,” Galloway concluded in his letter.

The revelations only came to light after a Freedom of Information request from a local resident and
pose questions over what else might be found on the site and could have the potential to delay
construction work. A spokesperson LDA said a detail survey of the site would begin in the autumn and
contractors have been appointed to advise should anything out of the ordinary be found.
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Chelsea launches search for a hero for London

UK SPORT has launched a search to try to find potential British medallists for the 2012 Olympics and
has set up a new e-mail address for people who believe they have what it takes. But tough criteria has
been laid down which needs to be met before people can put themselves forward which reflect the
talents and attributes required to succeed at the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

It is estimated that only one in 10,000 people has what it takes to be an
Olympic-class athlete. The challenge for British sport is finding them in
time to make an impact in 2012. “The majority of the British team who
will compete at the Games will already be in the high-performance sports
system, or affiliated with the relevant governing body, but there will be
opportunities for others to make it through, particularly if they have skills
and strengths which are transferable to other sport,” said Chelsea Warr
(pictured), UK Sport’s performance consultant.

Warr, an Australian who has previously worked at the Queensland
Institute of Sport, has already identified basketball, netball, rugby league
and rugby union as sports that could provide players for handball and
volleyball in particular. Female sprinters will also be gauged to see
whether they can plug a gap in British sprint cycling.

Once a pool of players is chosen for a sport they will then be “hot-housed” to improve skills and
standards in the run-up to 2012. For example, the British handball team will be based in Denmark, a
major handball-playing nation, and given access to expert coaching by the Danish handball
association. Warr said similar schemes in the past had had outstanding results. When Seoul hosted
the 1988 Olympics, a similar effort was made in recruiting hockey players with South Korea winning
silver in the women's competition.

Warr also ran an experiment in Australia where a women'’s football team was put together made up of
athletes from other sports, and entered into the women's Premier League. The side struggled at first
but eventually finished in second spot, and two of the players, one originally from hockey and one a
former sprinter, are now members of the Australia international side. A similar talent identification
scheme is also being carried out for athletes in Paralympic sports, with UK Sport aiming to finish top of
the Paralympic medal table in 2012. But she is also willing to look at people she may not yet have
discovered to see if they have what it takes. They must fulfill strict criteria, however, including:

* being between 15 and 25 years-old

* having a background in competitive sport to a minimum of county standard

« ideally have played dynamic team ball sports to a competitive level and have the potential to transfer
to another 2012 team sport

« are at a high level in their chosen sport but would like to test their skills and abilities in another
related sport.

“This is just one part of a whole raft of initiatives designed to ensure that no stone is left unturned in
the hunt for potential London 2012 competitors,” said Warr. “After sending their information via e-mail,
and provided they meet the criteria, UK Sport will ask for details physiological and sporting information
which will be assessed by talent identification experts who will decide which individuals have the
potential to progress.” If you think you fit the bill, then send an e-mail to talent@uksport.gov.uk.

Firm forced to move optimistic about its future

RECYCLING and waste management company Bywaters is confident of benefiting from the Olympics
despite having been forced to relocate three of its four sites to make way for the Olympic Park. The
move has allowed them to amalgamate their sites into one new 9.2 acre site in Bromley-by-Bow. The
site includes new state-of-the-art technology and has the capacity to handle up to 500,000 tonnes of
recyclables a year. Bywaters claims the move makes it the most centrally located recycling and waste
management operator in central and East London and hopes its location will benefit from future
Olympic-related business. “Remaining so close to the Olympic Park is a tremendous opportunity for
Bywaters,” said John Glover, the firm’s managing director.
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Campaign for greener London to be launched

. & ¥ AN INITIATIVE promoting environmentally friendly living to London residents in
bt 3 the run-up to the 2012 Olympics will be unveiled next month. “Footprints of a
£q5 ﬁ\ Generation”, the branding for which has been created by Unreal, launches on
e d September 7 as part of the Future London campaign, which seeks to help the
t e capital’'s residents lead a more sustainable life. Future London is run by London
i {, Unlimited, the organisation responsible for developing the city as a global brand,
s ~  backed by the Mayor of London and London Development Agency. The
*I' 3 “Footprints” activity will encompass a series of installations at key locations

ot

e across London, including the Truman Brewery and the Science Museum.

S Images within the installations seek to inspire the public by showing the
damaged city its residents will inherit if changes are not made, alongside the positive effects if they do
take place.

Unreal has developed a logo featuring a footprint incorporating London icons such as red buses, the
London Eye, Tower Bridge and St Paul’'s Cathedral. It also includes “green” symbols such as trees,
flowers, fruit, recycling bins and cyclists. It is intended to spark debate about the sort of environmental
“footprints” that consumers are leaving. The London 2012 logo appears on the big toe of the footprint.

Separate footprint logos have also been created to reflect each of six areas covered in the
installations: homes; food and drink; travel; open spaces; the future of the city; and the London 2012
legacy. The launch of Future London: Footprints of a Generation will be accompanied by internet
banner ads, press and outdoor executions, as well as three branded carbon-neutral buses.

The campaign coincides with the Olympic Delivery Authority publishing its first progress report on the
steps it is taking to ensure the 2012 London Olympics are environmentally friendly and leave a healthy
and sustainable legacy. The report sets out 12 sustainability principles against which the ODA’s
performance will be measured during the next six years and beyond and explains what steps have
already been taken to help it realise its ambitions of making 2012 a so-called “One Planet Olympics”:
green and energy efficient, harmonious with the local environment, and with a sustainable legacy.

The 12 principles are designed to guide new build practice in Olympic Park and the aims are
communicated under five overarching “One Planet Olympics” themes - climate change; waste;
biodiversity; inclusion; and healthy living. London’s Sustainable Development Commission, set up by
the Mayor of London and staffed by commentators and representatives from across the capital's
social, economic, environmental and governance sectors, will act as a scrutineer on the ODA’s
sustainability plan. The report has been broadly welcomed but campaigners claim it is still early days.
“There’s a lot of words such as maximising, minimising and optimising in the document that leave a lot
of room for manoeuvre,” said Lorraine Hart, of East London green charity Envirotrust. “We’d support
all 12 principles in the report and add a 13th - specifically about the need to create opportunities for
local ownership and control of land and businesses after the Olympics.”

The ODA's 12 sustainability principles for 2012 are:

* Energy: to maximise opportunities for carbon efficiency and legacy development

» Waste: the ODA aims to provide new waste infrastructure and minimise off-site waste disposal
» Materials: identify, source and use environmentally-friendly and socially responsible materials

* Biodiversity: protect and enhance wildlife and habitat of the surrounding Lower Lea Valley and
improve access to nature

* Land, water, noise and air: minimise adverse impacts on land, water noise and air quality

» Environments: design and build in an eco-friendly manner which is adaptable to future climates
* Culture and heritage: preserve and improve heritage of Lower Lea Valley

* Transport: pedestrian-friendly Olympic Park with good connectivity to surrounding areas

* Housing: create new safe public space, housing and facilities

 Education and employment: provide new opportunities, locally, regionally and nationally

* Health: a legacy for new health, recreation and cultural facilities

« Inclusion: involve, communicate, and consult effectively with interested parties and local communities
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Coe to play role in picking Moorcroft’s replacement
DAVID MOORCROFT'S surprise resignation as the chief executive of UK Athletics last Thursday
(August 24) has led to renewed calls for Sebastian Coe to take over the running of the sport in which
he made his name and whose success is so important to the 2012 Olympics, writes Duncan Mackay.
insidethegames can reveal that Coe, the 1980 and 1984 Olympic 1500 metres champion, has no
interest in replacing Moorcroft because he already has his hands full in his role as chairman of
LOCOG hut he is keen to have a major say in who does get the job.

Moorcroft's decision to stand down because he could not see himself being in charge in 2012
(http://www.insidethegames.com/members/news_archive/Moorcroft resigns.htm) has sparked
speculation as to who might take over. “| cannot see anybody from outside the sport getting the job,”
Lynn Davies, the UK Athletics president and 1964 Olympic long jump champion, said. But Richard
Caborn, the Sports Minister, believes that is time for athletics to look outside its ranks of former
internationals. “We need a step change in the organisation,” he said. “Too often in the past we have
appointed leaders because they happen to have been involved in the sport as competitors. If you look
at a sport like rugby league there has been tremendous success under a chief executive whose prime
qualification was success in business.”

Nevertheless, it is likely that Davies’ will be the view that prevails. Daley
Thompson, Coe’s great friend, is among those whose name has been mentioned
but the 1980 and 1984 Olympic decathlon champion is a complete non-starter.
Steve Cram, a former rival of Coe’s and the 1983 world 1500m champion, would
have seemed ideal but ruled out himself out immediately because he wants to
concentrate on his BBC commentary career and his role as chairman of the
English Institute of Sport. A more likely successor is 39-year-old Jon Ridgeon
(pictured), a Cambridge University graduate who was the 1987 world 110m
hurdles silver medallist and is currently the highly-regarded managing director of
Fast Track, the sport’s marketing agents, and who has a close relationship with
Coe, a member of the UK Athletics ruling council. He has described it as “a big job to do and a
wonderful opportunity” — which sounds suspiciously like an “I'm here if you want me” appeal. Other
candidates could include Jack Bucker, the 1986 European 5,000m champion and formerly a senior
executive with adidas, Geoff Wightman, a former marathon runner and qualified lawyer who is now
chief executive of Scottish Athletics, and Zara Hyde Peters, a nationally-ranked distance runner who
worked in the chemical industry for 15 years before switching to work for UK Athletics, where she is
head of development. Adam Walker, Moorcroft's deputy, has also been mentioned as a contender.
Duncan Mackay is the award-winning athletics correspondent of The Guardian

New campaign to tout London’s multiculturalism

KEN LIVINGSTONE, The Mayor of London has launched a new campaign emphasising the diversity
and unity of Londoners, which featured heavily in London’s successful bid to host the 2012 Olympics.
“We are Londoners, We are One” follows last year's successful “Seven Million Londoners, One
London” campaign, which attracted widespread support through its website and merchandise. The
new campaign celebrates the strength of one of the most multicultural cities in the world, made up of
180 nationalities speaking 300 different languages. Featuring advertising with the distinctive “We are
LondONErs” slogan, the campaign includes a dedicated One London website where visitors can order
free One London merchandise. It coincides with some of the capital's top multicultural celebrations,
including the Notting Hill Carnival and Brick Lane Festival. “The growing sense of London as a
confident and outward-looking city is a key part of our success and this campaign sends a clear
message that we are proud of London's diversity and unity,” said Livingstone.

Beckton proves attractive because of 2012

STANDARD Life is investing in the 2012 Olympic Games, in a £192 million investment through three
of the funds in its investment arm. The Hercules unit trust, owned by property giant British Land, is
selling the Gallions Reach shopping park in Beckton, East London, to the Standard Life Investments
funds including its UK Retail Park Trust. David Paine, investment director of SLI, said the deal would
provide the funds with exposure to East London, which was “undergoing major transformation ahead
of the 2012 Olympics”.
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German architects get job of redesigning the Palace

A TEAM of German landscape architects has been appointed to draw up a
master plan for the future of Crystal Palace. The London Development
Agency (LDA) has announced landscape architecture firm Latz and Partners
has won an international competition to redesign Crystal Palace Park
(pictured). The brief covered the building of homes, revamping visitor
attractions and increasing green space.

The LDA has dropped key parts of its plan for the historic park which formed
the basis of a public consultation in autumn 2005. In issue number 37 of insidethegames it was
revealed that plans to rebuild the £40 million sports centre, which currently houses London’s only
internationally certified athletics track, were to be shelved until after the 2012 Olympics. Funding to
patch up the dilapidated National Sports Centre hinges on the Olympic-sized swimming pool - one of
just two in the capital - being concreted over. It would be replaced with a temporary swimming pool
somewhere else in Crystal Palace Park.

The LDA has also abandoned plans to build homes near the Norwood Gate following public
opposition. It also postponed the date that a planning application will be submitted to Bromley Council
from early next year until autumn 2007.

Latz and Partners have previously worked in Germany and Luxembourg. They also designed the Shell
Research Centre in Thornton, near Manchester. “We are honoured to have the job of turning the
London Development Agency'’s vision for a greener, revitalised park into reality,” said Tilman Latz, a
spokesman for the company.

“We look forward to meeting this challenge. We hope that the people who use and share Crystal
Palace Park will be excited by our plans to work with this historic space and turn it into a modern
facility fit for the 21st century.”

The appointment of a German company, though, has left John Payne, chairman of the Crystal Palace
Community Association, unimpressed. “No doubt the German landscape architects are very good but |
am sure there are plenty of good English design teams which could have taken on the work,” he said.

Sustainability chair to be appointed by London

THE 2012 Olympics is to be the first ever Games to have an independent body in place to monitor
sustainable development. Sustainability was at the heart of London’s successful Olympic bid and the
decision to appoint a chairperson to lead and advise the monitoring team has been welcomed by
Mayor of London Ken Livingstone and Olympics Minister Tessa Jowell.

The London Sustainable Development Commission established a group to advise the 2012 team
during the bid process on how they could provide genuinely sustainable Games - socially,
economically and environmentally. The team has continued to work closely with the Mayor, LOCOG,
the Olympic Delivery Authority and the Government. An advert was placed this week for a chairperson
to lead the development and delivery of a “comprehensive sustainable development assurance
programme of the largest single infrastructure legacy and sporting project in the world”.

Livingstone said: “I am committed not only to set new standards for this and future Games but to
ensure that all developments play their part in making London a sustainable world city. We are looking
for an exceptional candidate with the skills and experience who shares our commitment for a
sustainable 2012 Games and the ability to build the team with the right match of skills and expertise.”

New £16 million pool planned in Dagenham

PLANS to build a new swimming pool in Dagenham has have been unveiled. The new eight-lane 25
metre pool in Becontree Heath will include a sports hall and gymnasium and is due for completion in
2010 and will cost £16 million but will be smaller than the current facility, which is 33m long. “With the
2012 Games coming to East London we are determined to keep on improving sports and leisure
opportunities in this Borough,” said Graham Bramley, Barking's executive member for sport.
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