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Top Stories This Week

ODA plan to announce builder of Olympic Stadium

by Christmas and consider special Games lanes

i ‘hﬂ THE OLYMPIC DELIVERY AUTHORITY plans to choose the consortium to

g EhE build the main Olympic Stadium (pictured) by Christmas. Within the next two
weeks the current international bidding list will be slashed to just two, who will
be paid to work up their own plans and design. Although no bidder names are
being given it is widely believed that a joint bid by Sir Robert McAlpine, who
built Arsenal’s new Emirates Stadium, and HOK is the favourite. The ODA and
Transport for London also revealed last week that special Olympic lanes could
be set up in 2012 to ease congestion and help the Olympics run smoothly.

Read more...Page 2
Shadow Sports Minister: What we can
learn from Australia in 2012 build-up
IN THE first of an
occasional new series — “In
My View” — the Shadow
- Sports Minister HUGH
% ROBERTSON (pictured)
ﬁ_; writes exclusively for
: * insidethegames about a

recent visit to Australia and discusses the lessons
that Britain can learn in its preparation for London
2012. He believes that the structure of sport Down
Under is better equipped to ensure success. “We
get more bangs for our buck,” one senior Australian
official told him and that he was not worried about
money that British sport was receiving during the
build-up to the London Olympics. Robertson also
calls for more investment so that participation rates
in Britain can be improved. Read more...Page 6

Lockerbie unveils plans for “biggest”

equestrian centre in Britain

PLANS for a £30
million equestrian
centre of excellence,
130 stables, retail
park, and associated
115-house village in
Lockerbie which could
host an Olympic team
during the build-up to the 2012 Olympics have
been unveiled. Equestrian Villages Ltd’s chief
executive Andrew Dixon - husband of Karen, an
Olympic silver medallist in 1988 - said they plan
to create “the biggest and most comprehensive
equestrian facility in Great Britain”. But for the
plan to succeed Dixon said that the whole local
business community had to support it. Read
more...Page 7
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= John Lewis and Waitrose first to commit themselves to Stratford City ...Read more...Page 3
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Stadlum builder should be chosen by Christmas

THE OLYMPIC DELIVERY AUTHORITY plans to choose the consortium
to build the main Olympic Stadium (pictured) by Christmas. Within the
next two weeks the current international bidding list will be slashed to just
two, who will be paid to work up their own plans and design. Although no
bidder names are being given it is widely believed that a joint bid by Sir

; Robert McAlpine, who constructed Arsenal’s new Emirates Stadium, and
HOK is the favourlte The ODA process is designed to achieve its goal of both innovative design and
buildability. “We want them to bring in their supply chains particularly on constructional design and
temporary design,” said David Higgins, the ODA chief executive.

The ODA team believes it is right on target and currently one year into its 2:4:1 programme of two
years to design, four to build and one to commission prior to the 2012 Games even though Higgins
publicly conceded that his contract and procure strategy is risky given that the public and private
infrastructure spend will be £10 billion over five years, which is twice the value of Heathrow Terminal
5, being done in half the time and on land they do not fully own yet. “But we have a lot of powers,
including Draconian powers on transportation, roads and planning,” Higgins said. “Normal business
rules cannot apply because if you are doing this scale of development, twice the scale in cash terms of
the Channel Tunnel at peak, you cannot do it conventionally. You cannot rely on law or contracts. We
have not got time to rely on processes because the deadline is not flexible. You have to rely on faith,
hope, trust and goodwill.”

In a reference to the Multiplex’/Wembley debacle, Higgins warned that he did not want partners to be
talking about ticking boxes and “saying we (the client) are holding them up”. A key consideration for
the stadium will be to integrate the Games themselves and the longer term facilities once the Games
are finished. “We are determined not to leave a legacy of either white elephant or gentrification for the
people of the area,” said Higgins, speaking at the RICS’ COBRA research conference last week. For
more information visit
http://www.insidethegames.com/members/news_archive/stadium_deadline_passes.htm

Special lanes being considered for London Games

SPECIAL Olympic lanes could be set up to ease congestion and help the London 2012 Olympics run
smoothly. The Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and Transport for London told a meeting of the
London Assembly Transport Committee last week that they are identifying a network of trunk roads
that link key Olympic Games venues, so that traffic can be kept moving.

Among the roads to be considered are the M11 Link Road, the Blackwall Tunnel Approach, the
Limehouse Link Road, links to ExCeL, and the Highway on to the Embankment. The Olympic lanes’
which would apply only to Olympic and emergency vehicles would be added to these roads to ease
congestion and the running of the Games.

However, Greater London Authority member for City and East London, John Biggs, is concerned
about the potential cost. “The ODA is going to have to spend a lot of money rebuilding local roads that
are going to be closed,” he said. “I think it will cost quite a few million. What troubles me is that without
planning, residents risk gridlock if the Olympic fast lanes hog road space and force traffic to rat run
through local residential streets. We must look at the whole picture and the effects of local roads.”

He added one potential solution might be to copy an experiment to ease congestion on the M42 in
Birmingham that started last week. Motorists in the Midlands will be able to drive on the motorway's
hard shoulder at 50 miles per hour in a bid to decrease traffic jams. But if there is an accident or
emergency service vehicles need access, signs above drivers will tell them the lane is closed.
Biggs said using technology such as that on the M11 Link Road, which has hard shoulders, could
decrease the amount of congestion during the Olympics.

Biggs demanded a clear timetable for identifying the roads to be incorporated in the Olympic Road
Network. “There must be the earliest planning and consultation to ensure that traffic keeps flowing, so
that residents do not pay the price to keep athletes in the fast lane,” he said.
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John Lewis first to commit to Stratford City site

JOHN LEWIS has revealed it will open a department store and Waitrose
supermarket at the Olympic site in London in time for the Games in 2012.
The company unveiled plans to open the two shops in 2010 at the

Stratford City retail development next to the Olympic Park. The £50 million i ] T "Lr' '
project will be a major boost to the Olympic project and Stratford area and ] ; 4 ';f-; i
will create 800 jobs. Stratford City (pictured) will be the main site of the =l '
Athletes’ Village in 2012.

“It will create sustainable new jobs, boost the economy, help to regenerate the area for the local
community and provide a proud and lasting legacy after the 2012 London Olympic Games,” said Sir
Stuart Hampson, the chairman of John Lewis. It came as John Lewis reported a 25 per cent rise in
pre-tax profits of £97 million at its department stores and Waitrose in the six months to July 29. John
Lewis is the first retailer to commit publicly to the Stratford City retail project and said the two sites
would be a “strong attraction” for customers. “This marks a significant step forward in the delivery of a
quality shopping environment and comprehensive infrastructure in 2010 in advance of the 2012
Olympic Games and Paralympic Games,” the company said.

Michael Gutman, managing director of Stratford City developer Westfield, said the commitment of
“these two premium brands” was “a significant milestone” for the project. Olympic Delivery Authority
chief executive David Higgins added: “We welcome the announcement of the first retailer to take a
store at Stratford City, which will contribute to the long-term sustainable legacy of the Stratford area
after the Games.” The Stratford City development includes 1.8 million square feet of shops and leisure
space and 5,000 car parking spaces. It is part of the wider regeneration of the area which could
include up to 4,000 new homes.

Planning committee has to be “whiter than white”

LORRAINE BALDRY, chairwoman of the ODA'’s planning committee, the group that will approve
facilities for the 2012 Olympic Games, admitted members will have to be “whiter than white” in order to
maintain public confidence in the Olympic planning process. Under new legislation, planning powers
over the Olympic Park have been transferred from local councils to the committee, which is made up
of two ODA board members, four local councillors and five independents. The involvement of board
members in the scrutiny of applications from the ODA raised concerns about the independence of the
committee as the legislation made its way through Parliament. Lord Davies of Oldham said that for
reasons of “public probity”, there must be a clear separation between those responsible for drawing up
the plans and those responsible for approving them. Responding to the suggestion that people may be
sceptical about the committee's impartiality, Baldry said: “They don’t know me yet. People will see how
we operate in public and understand that we will do the right things. It will be an inclusive process and
we will be able to speed things up, but that is not to say that we will ignore the proper process just
because it is the Olympics. We have to be whiter than white and will work under a code of conduct
that is more onerous than the one applied to local authorities. But we can take account of the fact that
we do have to stage the Games.”

Warning Olympics could have inflationary effect

HOSTING the 2012 Olympic Games could boost the UK economy and keep sterling strong but will
give the Bank of England a headache about how to deal with inflation, according to Stewart Cowley,
head of fixed income at Newton Fund Managers. He believes that over the next two years the works
associated with the Olympics will feed through to into the economy. “It is a fact that all countries that
host major sporting events experience inflationary tendencies in the years preceding and following the
event,” said Cowley. “Housing, the availability of goods and services, all rise in price in a rather
predictable way as the local economy expands. You only have to look at the inflation profile of places
like Spain (Barcelona Olympics, 1992), Sydney (Olympics, 2000) and more recently Germany (the
FIFA World Cup, 2006) to see the truth of this.” This, Cowley argues, could mean that the UK is
protected to some extent from any United States-inspired downturn in the next few months. “The extra
push from the multiplier effect of a major sporting event may immunise us from the worst of the
decline,” he said.
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Barnet OAPs claim they're prepared to goto jailov  er
Olympic tax because they argue it is “unjust”

AN ELDERLY couple from Barnet says they would rather go to jail than pay the part of their council
tax used to fund the 2012 Olympics. Thomas and Rita Glenister believe it is unfair that, because they
live in Greater London, they have to pay towards funding the Olympics, when they claim shops and
businesses around Britain will benefit most. “If it's an Olympics for the country, everybody’'s council tax
should be paying it, not just Londoners,” said 74-year-old Thomas Glenister.

Barnet is contributing £24 million alone, which they claim is more than any other London Borough.
Those living in Band D homes pay £20 a year specifically for the Olympics, while those in Band H pay
double that. The Glenisters found out how much they are supposed to pay and deducted it from their
council tax payments. They have received two letters from Barnet Council - which collects the Olympic
levy on behalf of the Greater London Authority - warning that if they do not pay the remaining amount
due, they will be taken to court, which would results in extra charges and they will be made to pay
costs. Rita Glenister, 72, said: “We have paid our rates for 51 years and have never broken the law. It
is completely unjust. This is the last straw. We've worked hard all our lives. I'm determined not to pay
this. I'll go to prison. Someone has to make a stand against this.”

Thomas Glenister said: “We don't even know if we are going to be alive by the time the Olympics
comes round in six years time. I'll be grudgingly willing to pay the rate when every council tax payer in
the country is paying it and not just Londoners.”

Barnet's London Assembly member, Councillor Brian Coleman, said: “It's most unfair and | completely
sympathise with them. | think it's outrageous and disgraceful and Barnet gets nothing out of it. It is
plain wrong.” Although sympathetic, Coleman added that he could not condone non-payment of
council tax bills.

Mayor of London Ken Livingstone said: “Fundamentally every Londoner has an interest in
regenerating a part of London that has been neglected for too long, and in levering in the massive
extra benefits to the whole city, through better transport links and increased tourism, that the Games
will bring. Every Londoner stands to gain from the investment we are putting into the Olympic and
Paralympic Games. For every £1 in contributions from the London council tax, London gains £3 back
from the National Lottery's funding alone. Other Government and private sector funding will add a
further £4, which is a good deal for London and, whilst the whole of the UK will gain from the Games,
London will benefit the most with much-needed transport improvements that stretch far beyond east
London benefiting generations of Londoners to come.”

Buddy squad will help disabled enjoy Games

TRANSPORT FOR LONDON is to hire a “buddy squad” of travel assistants for the London 2012 to
help Londoners with mobility problems to join in the carnival. City Hall currently employs a squad of six
travel buddies, hired after TfL finished installing lifts on the DLR and at 14 stations on the Jubilee Line,
who help people familiarise themselves with parts of the transport system that are accessible.

They “road test” routes and identify potential problems.

The Mayor Ken Livingstone has pledged to make the London Games the most
accessible in history and is already recruiting more. Those needing help can
phone Transport for London and book a travel assistant for the day, who visits
their home and gives advice on “user friendly” travel.

Among those to have used the system already is John Wilson (pictured), a 58-
year-old Poplar resident who has been in a wheelchair for 18 years. “It has
changed my life because it's given me the confidence to get out and about,” he
said. “Until | got tips from my travel assistant, | never knew exactly which areas
were safe to use, so | stayed close to home. But now there’s no stopping me -
it's a dream getting on the DLR. I've already had a few shopping trips to
Canary Wharf and am planning lots more.”
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