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Suggestion to use Oyster Cards as way to pay at
London Olympics could depend on the plans of Visa

' OYSTER CARDS, the popular electronic ticketing system that is used widely
- * | bytravellers in London, could be used by visitors to the 2012 Olympics to pay
. ﬁ-F'w‘ ~ for entrance to the Games and for goods inside the Olympic Village as well as

for transport to and from the event. The plans are at an early stage but
Transport for London (TfL) admits it is keen for the card to be used as a key
operational part of the Games. But the scheme could flounder because Visa,
one of the International Olympic Committee’s TOP sponsors, are also currently
investigating a similar scheme for people to be able to purchase a special Olympic card that they
would be able to pay for goods in Olympic venues. Read more...Page_Z
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The 2012 Olympics could be your oyster (card) - if

Transport for London gets their way

OYSTER CARDS could be used by visitors to the 2012 Olympics to pay for
entrance to the Games and for goods inside the Olympic Village as well as for
transport to and from the event. The plans are at an early stage but Transport for
London (TfL) admits it is keen for the card to be used as a key operational part of
the Games.

()

TfL marketing director Nigel Marson says it is waiting for the announcement of the Olympic Games’
official sponsors to see if there is a partner from the financial services sector that TfL could work with
on the project. “We'd love to make the Oyster Card the card you need in order to get the most out of
the Olympics in 2012,” he said.

“It's all in loose planning stages but we foresee consumers using Oyster Cards to travel between their
homes and the events and, once there, using them to pay their way into each event. Then again when
purchasing food, drink and maybe some official merchandise. Details are far from sorted but none of it
is impossible. All the bits are there, they just need joining up.”

The Oyster card is a form of electronic ticketing designed for use by TfL and National Rail services
within London. The card was first issued to the public in 2003 with a limited range of features and
there continues to be a phased introduction of further functions.

Oyster Card users can access information and top up their card online, but there has been continued
speculation that TfL is keen to enable customers to pay for items such as newspapers with their cards.
Previous attempts to turn the Oyster Card into a payment card were abandoned. The new plans would
reunite Marson with his predecessor Chris Townsend, who left TfL in June to become commercial
director for the London 2012 Organising Committee of the Olympic Games (LOCOG) in June. LOCOG
revealed a timetable for announcing its sponsors last week
(http://www.insidethegames.com/members/news_archive/sponsorship_details_announced.htm).

According to the latest TfL figures, published in January, there are about five million Oyster Card users
and it estimated that 60 per cent of all tube and bus journeys are completed using the card. Oyster
Cards are currently valid on the Tube, Docklands Light Railway, tram and national rail networks within
selected zones, and across London'’s entire bus network.

But the scheme could flounder because Visa, one of the International Olympic Committee’s TOP
sponsors, are also currently investigating a similar scheme for people to be able to purchase a card
that they would be able to pay for goods in Olympic venues.

Olympic Village fails to meet Mayor’s green target

A MAJOR row is brewing between developer Westfield and Newham Council after it was claimed that
only two per cent of the energy for the Olympic Village project in Stratford has been provided from on-
site renewable sources. Mayor Ken Livingstone’s London Plan set out a target of 10 per cent target for
on-site generation.

The discrepancy has existed since January’s decision to move the Olympic Village into the Westfield's
Stratford City scheme. Stratford City was submitted for planning permission in April 2003, 10 months
before the London Plan was implemented. Newham Council is now attempting to increase the amount
of renewables to 10 per cent. This is possible because Westfield submitted a revised planning
application in May 2006 to allow for more homes in the central district. However, experts do not expect
the figure to rise to 10 per cent, meaning Livingstone could refer the matter to the Secretary of State.

The Stratford City development does include other green elements besides renewables, such as a
combined heat and power plant and a legal obligation to construct landmark buildings to high-energy
efficiency standards. The Olympic Delivery Authority effectively lost control over the Olympic village,
and its environmental strategy, after planning powers passed to Newham Council in January.
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ODA considering setting up pool of shared labour

FEARS of the Olympic construction programme turning into another Wembley "/'* S e,
disaster have led the Olympic Delivery Authority to consider the idea of creating = a
a pool of labour for Games contractors who can be called upon to help out if
things start falling behind schedule. It was a concept pioneered at Terminal 5
(pictured), which is due to be finished on time and within budget in 2008.
Graeme Bradley, the head of engineering and construction at law firm DLA
Piper, a member of the ODA'’s legal panel, told a conference organised by Construction News that
was one of the ideas being investigated to ensure that the big project projects, including the main
Olympic Stadium and aquatics centre, remained on course. Workers would be seconded from less
time-critical projects and moved to more important things if needed. “Shared labour is a concept that
worked well with Terminal 5 at Heathrow Airport,” Bradley said. “It would make eminent sense to
handle things this way, considering the difficult labour market problem.” Senior figures within the
construction industry gave the plan a mixed reception but Andy Flowerday, a divisional director at civil
engineering firm Barhale, said it was worth considering. “Rather than competing for the few people
that we have available, we should be looking to work together for a project of this size,” he said.
“There is an industry-wide problem of resources.”

Meanwhile, fears over another Wembley-style fiasco has led to Severfield-Rowen, Britain’s only Stock
Exchange-listed steelwork contractor, demanding to see plans of the Olympic Stadium before deciding
to bid for the job. It is expected to link up with Sir Robert McAlpine, who it worked with on the
construction of Arsenal’'s Emirates Stadium. “We want to see some drawings first because we don't
want another Wembley on our hands,” said John Severs, the firm’s managing director. “We need a
general idea of what it's going to look like. If the client gets it act together | don't think there will be a
problem.”

Company dreaming of Games after buying main rival

AGGREKO, the power generator rental company based in Scotland, is targeting lucrative contracts for
the London and Beijing Olympic Games after it snapped up its largest competitor, GE Energy Rentals,
in a £112 million deal. Aggreko has purchased the second-largest player in the temporary power
market from conglomerate General Electric. GE Energy Rentals has had exclusive rights to temporary
power contracts for the Olympic Games up to 2012 as a result of a wider sponsorship deal between
GE and the International Olympic Committee signed in 2003. That exclusivity has lapsed as a result of
the Aggreko deal. “The Olympics has been off limits for three years,” said Rupert Soames, the
company'’s chief executive. “This deal opens up that market to us. That was one of the things in the
equation that makes this a good deal.” Aggreko previously supplied generators to the 1992 Barcelona
and 1996 Atlanta Olympics and the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics. It also provided power for
last week’s Ryder Cup in Ireland.

New construction recruitment company set up

A NEW service to provide temporary construction staff and engineering staff to support UK and
international projects - such as Thames Gateway and the London Olympics project - around the clock,
has been launched by UK recruitment entrepreneur Penny Streeter OBE, following a £1 million
investment in IT. Penny Streeter is founder of Ambition 24hours, the medical staffing agency, which
has achieved annual revenue of more than £60 million in just 10 years. Mark Phipps, with 20 years
experience as an engineering services provider in the fire protection and security sector, has been
appointed as managing director of the new division, A24 Site.

T&G want Olympics to give British industry a boost

TONY WOODLEY, general secretary of the Transport & General Workers Union, called at the Labour
Party Conference in Manchester last week for the Government and regional authorities to use the
London Olympics to give British manufacturing a boost, ensuring that materials and goods are
sourced in the UK wherever possible and for changes to employment law to put an end to British
workers being cheaper and easier to sack. He said if these changes were implemented then the
Games would leave a real legacy.
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